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And the Power of he Prince of Dufan; called-into Que= x. | 
;.:ſtion; and he himfelt Examin'd by. the Truth , how 2h A, 
" { came to raign over Mankind;and-how Jong his time ral be,rtil-be 
come to be*caſt out of his: Dominion, and the Creatare be deliver? d 


; from under his Tyranny ; toſcrve God in Spirir and in Truth, as 
. Chriſt the Prince of Peace has order'd them 


ſo, H@Nuniber of kim,whom the world has wonder'd after, _: 
«+ and demonftrated tobe near atan End : and withal, 
*Sthatat is-no wayes uniawfyl, nor int vain, both.to:hope; and to ex- |_| 
E the utter De nlatson; ana Deſtruttion # of F129 tsthis. Life, and the 

tins up of perfect R Ty in che Touls of men, where NY 
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_Courteous Reader, : YO 
| ] EY (mall Treatiſe, does nor Appear with 


the Approbation of the Learned Doctors 
of this our Age ; Neither do [I belieye, it will be 
received in the Accademies, or Vniverſities,- and 
among the: Rabbies, whether they be Papiſts or  |||if 
Proteſtants ; and conſidering the. Subje& , it is || 
not like that it ſhould get ſuch Patrons. And . |} 
therefore mult I ſingly Recommend it, to the |{l 
' \ Witneſs 'of God , in thy own Cenlcience, || 
whoever thou art; by which Witneſs thou know- il 
eﬀt, chat as long asthe Devil Reigns in thec, ic . |\|jl} 
is-not as it ought tobe : And if thou be at all 
deſircous, that it ſhould or might be as it ought, 
it will be no wayes offenſive unto thee to heat of 
the overthrow of him, that has brought out of |||: 
order ; and withal, of the Appearance of him, || 

\& whoisthe Reſtorer of 1/r:el, and the right Heir _ | 

"BW of the Gentiles. 
'Y Andthisone thing I do defire of thee, of what 
' Profeſſion, Religion, or Judgment thou mayſt be _ | 
| OE _ to; -| 
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pons. (if they have them ) arid bring forth! ſons 
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Ti the Reader. 
: | | A 
rowit, That thou laylt vil thy own Intereſt of the; 
Conpugtits. r a little titne} and read without 


prejudice or ip rflliy , oy be',nipt Hchded, 


that another. is- not. of thy Judgment ;-but.con-. 
{ider, that thou, in thy own. particular art in ene 


_ and the ſame Tranſgreſſion, inthe marter afore- 


aid; ſecing the greateſt part of Man-kind ignor- 

of thy Judgment,” And they haveas much power 

to Judge thee, that thou art wrong, asthou haſt 

to Jullge he that Tam wrong. - Therefore 'read - 

in coolneſs, and conſider what*thou-read'{t; as 
knowing, that it is God that muſt give an under-. - iſ 
ſtanding:and whereas the Subject or Matter of the | 
Treatiſe does comprehend:much,and/manythings 
are bur hipted ar,” therefore look up tothe Lord, 


who can enlarge thy underſtanding -in it, "as 
pleaſeth,him. Eu i oLCTIN 
 Andas concerning the Prielts,, who are-{o'bufie- 
to make Complaintsazainft Sectarians, Hereticks, 
and heretical Books; deſiring the Magiſtrates, 


they would abuſe their Power, to defen] them 
and their Do&rine by Perſecution: They: would 
do better, to employ their time in the anlwering 
of, theſe Pofitions. And whereas: they-are call'd 
Spiritual , let them. fight with' Spiritual Wea- 


ching 


yo 6" 


thing in. efence- of their old Maſter, and his 
X k ingdorr and Power, now 1n a' time of need, 
When 1t 1snear cometo an end. IO 

And whereas the words Government, Dominion, 
Raign,and Kingdom are often us'd ; by which,ſome 
of. perverſe Minds may conclude,” 'T hat I intend 
thereby. the Overthrow,or Changing or Subyert- 
Ing of ourward Government. To prevent fuch-a 
Momus xT:do. declare'in the fight of God, and be- 
"fore _all Men, Trhat I have no. {ich thought, or 
intention ;. perfg&tly | declaring my_ Judgment, 
viz. That a Chriſtian cught to lie peaceably, 
and quietly under all forts of Governments, which 
the Lord permits to be, or is pleaſed to ſzrup ; 
and I do believe, That the Ruling or Covern- 
ment of an Emperor, King, Prin-e, or State in it 
ſelf, is not Repugnant to,but Contittzne withthe 
Government of Chriit, whoie Kingdom is Sp:- 
ritual; and tie more he Re:gns-19 the Hearts 
of\ People, ti:c ealter will it be for the Rulers oi 
this World £5 £:inll their Ofitce. and if the Devil 
were. wholiy dil-chron'd ; yer, 20:withilanding, 
they might {t;i] Rule, Decrecing Juttice, accor- 
ding to the Words of him, who laid, By re 
Kings Raign, and the Princes decree Juſtice ; by me 
Princes Rule, and the Nobles, even «ll the Judves o | 
re 
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To the Reader. » 


. the Earth, Prov. $8. 15,16. And then they would ll 

| be under him, who is their King and Lord, and 
the People would live a pleaſant, Godly. and 

_ e life, under their Reſpe&ive Kings and 
Lords. 

And ſeeing theſe _ are promiſed, and that _ / 

he is faithfull chat hath promiſed them; Why Il 

| ſhould not we then hope tor, and expect the ful- 

_ filling thereof ? And F ( ourteous Reader , ha- 
ving given thee this ſhort Caution and Inſtruction, 
Ileave thee to Read the following Diſcourk, 
and Remain a'Friend to thee and all Men. 


S, -C. 
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An 
ALARUM 
þ Sounded in the Borders of | 
SpiritualEgypt 


' VVhich ſhall be heard in BABYLON, 
and Aſtoniſh che Inhabicants of the Defiled 
and Polluted Habitations of the. 


EARTH. 


which he farniſheth bis Children and Servants with-. 
a]; by which he ſeeks ro uphold his kingdom; pleading 


now 4 Right to that = bich be got by Subrilty ; and has taught his - 


whole Family, That it is impoſſible for any to be freed from 
uader his Service; eves as if all men; that are created of God, 
were created to the ſervice of the Devil: and although he can 
mike n@ man, yet that he'is able, after they are made, yo keep 
them in his ſervice; yea,although their Maker does cailLfor them 
to ſerve bim : "And ſo by this ſuppos'd Neceſlity {which 1s 2 


. DoRrine well-pleaſing to the fleſh) he keeps Nations, 'Kindredsy | 


(gen People in Bondage to his will ; and not only fo, 
dur he has ſo bewitched, and beſorted his whole Synagogxe , 
ang every ſort in it,- that, they eannot endure to hear thar 
WET. - they 


M :: arc the Devices of Satan, and great is the Subtilcy - 
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berty to theſe Caprives, and an opening of the Door of this ' 
Priſon-houſe (the darkneſs) unto thoſe that are ſhut up within 
it; they cry out againſt ſuch, Away with them from the Earth ,” 
Jet them be Crucified, Stoned, Hanged , Burned, Impriſoned ' 
and Baniſhed , or at leaſt, deridedand mocked at, and all man- 


\ ner ef evil be ſpoken of them :- And what have-they done ? 


They. have preached againſt Sin, that it muſt come to an end ; 
and have preached.that that which is Ferfe&t js to be foundin 
this life, by which men might come to ce acceptable Year of- 
the Lord, unto whom; therc is noghing acceptable which is im- 
perfe&. 96 tne Dor 

Certainly there is 'no"maBiner of Slaves ,' ſo well contented 
with their Bondage, as: the DeviFs are}: and'therefore 1 8. 
worth the conſidering , what righthe hasto.Raign over Many | 
kind, and what Work itis, be gives his Servants to do, that. 
is fo well pleating unto then, that they cgapnot_endure to beat- 
of being ſet #t liberty, as! long &* they ave 13 day ing lives. 
As for. my part Thave conſidered ; what: right the Deyil cas-. 
claim to the: Goveriment, which he has among+the- Children: W- 
of Men, riigning over Kings and Princeyy Prieks and. Peo-: ! 
ple, from one Sect to Another g fet ing-thcm af to work 18; 
blind Zeal one agaiditingtbery, iygf all agreeing in this one; | 
Queſtion (to wit) Is there any Man or Woman upon, tle.,! 
Earth, that is freed' from unger- the ;reign of the Devil,, thar- 
he can:live without Sip ? or :i$:;. poſſible Por ANY ode pf | 
eire. general: Anfwet 45; No; :weaze 3g andimyſt- c all_bis Jer 
rants 2d. he dayes offoltr livey.; : Buy faſyemight;lay, Seeing you, | 
\areall Fellow? Servants; and{that. bothy on, ;and your, Work ag; 
belong to one-Maſtec;, why:then-ate:you.gd agrees with,ons ans, ! 
ocher.abourthe:work ::Bur:Oh 4 ts; fol longerth chat ſome.wight, 
de awakened; .tonce:ts' conlider; !#nd' toberhjnk themſelves, how = 
they came! to'this ttace and: :condiciiads agd by. har, zight,and 
authority, )their: Maſter|keeps; them inþis Bondage jand-whey 
622718 tfHotbotb Aaauful ad ipofſibles go come from under 1.0 
Anu in the firi} place (ir is: ta be; Confidered,7 hat this. (pi-. 
rit,, which is{calied-rhe Dey;1: and Sttat-;iþad np .dgminion;! 
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HE, 0:09 | | 
Beaſts, Fifhes, Fowls, and over every creeping thing, thathe 
ſhould Rule over them; and in that time, the Devil that old 


itis, by which the Dew/ got bis entrance, 

is eafie to be concluded: All chat are wiſe will ſay, That it was by 
Treaſon and Falſhvod, and that Man thereby came to be deprived 
of that Dominion and Rule, which be bad before, and his 
boldneſs, -was taken from him, and he was aſhamed : So now ſee: 
for whom you are pleading, all you that are ſo zacloully pleading 

' for the Devils Kingdom (viz) for an old Trayror, that came _- 
| | B is 


(10) 

his-Governmtemt-by a Lye, and. ſpoyl'd our Predeceffors, of 
their: Dominion, Glory and Power at once; by Sin, for which 
you arg now pleading: Oh, Bluſh and be aſhamed every one 
| of you, and lct your mouthes be ſtopped for eyer.. reac 
|  Btt now,ſecing chat it fell out ſo, What was the determination 
f the Lowd in this matter ? hearken to his Sentence: And to 

the Serpext he ſaid, becauſe thou haſt done ſo, thou lhalt creep 
upon thy Belly, and art curſed above all Cattel; and abpye 

all the Beaſts of the Feild , ſee he mu{} creep ypon his Belly, 
and not ftand upon his tip-toes, lifting up his head above the 
Nations; he mult eat Duſt, and the other Beaſts muſt eax the 
Graſs of the Field ; but he Duſt, all the dayes of his life, and 
not the Fatof the Land , and tg have the tenth part of the Frujrs 
of the Earth beſtowed on his meaneſt Servants, baving alſo'thg: 
other /\njne parts of it beſtowed and ordered to. bis will; . and: 

fo ſhall-it be' with thee as long as thou liveſt; that is not _to:ſpy, 
that he ſhall live for ever, and to have Dult to ear, anda Belly: 

to creep apon ; Burt at laft God has determined thatgHis head 
ſhould be bruiſed, there 5 bs exd. ON! [All ye'Pleaders for + 
Sin, behold your Prince, and hear his. Sentence and b- alhamd;; - 
and Sop-your. Monthes forever. , - 3 ane 98 11, NB 
| And now when he had gotten 2jittle Dominion, I;t' Us ex- 
4 aminc a lictle, how this Trayter us'd his Rule in the beginnings” + 
I his firſt Leſſon was, to Teach his new ſubjeRs,. to: hide them- 
by ſelves from the preſence: of God, that which before was 'theig; 
7 chicfeſt joy, and crown, ,,was now ther greateſt fear and:dreqd; | 
"6 and ſo they ;run/; under the Fcecs, hiding, themſelves, as their 
| Poſterity now Goes at'this day; butthe Lord found them gut,” | 
and ſpoke to them, and cauſcd che ta bear that dreadful ,Sen- _ 
tence; and not only ſo, bar drove taem gut from where Life 
- Was £0 be tound, into the Earth, wiere there was npthing $@ 
be gotten without pain and labour; and whereas they.wgre be- 
. fore in Dominion; and had nothing to do bar to dreſs the. Gat<«' 
den in which che Life was, thzy muſt now T4ll-che. Ground, 
which brought forch unto caem Bryers and Thorns; and.in'thax 
i Kate Man's. miſery, was great, 3nd his ſorrow unſpzakeble; 
"0 ant his darkneſs, got to be expreſſed z and had loſt his diſcern;  - 
| ing 05 things thas differ, and baying, ag cxpeRation; of heal 
ct Fo whic! 
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which ſhould deſtroy the Serpent, and bruiſe his beadz; he was apy 


to think every Birth, to be thar Seed (as his Children in ube fall 
do at this day) fo that when Cain was born, tis mother ſaid, 
ſhe had gotten a Man from the Lord ; but poor Woman, the: 
knew. not the feed, and how that that ſeed which is born of the 
fleſh, is a Perſecutor, and that: the Pnmity is great in the firſt 
birth; and ſo that although he grew. up to be an Offerer , yer: 
he did not grow up in dominion: oyer the Serpent, nor over 
the quality of the Deftroyer in himſelt, aud that fort,of Otter- 
ing was more acceptable tothe Devil then to God. | And now 
mark ; that man was a Sinner, and yet religious, his Sig and 
Religion were conliſtant , and could have place together at 
one and the ſame time in one man, as it is now with the Pro- 
feſſors of -this Age ; wbo ſay, they are Sinners, and that their bet 
Works are polluted and defiled with Sin, and that they. muſt 
remain ſ@ whilſt they live; and yet they will ſeck acceptance 
with God: in theſe poluted Offerings , notwithitanding they 
do profeſs him to be pure to whom they Offer : Thus was this 
firſt Sacrificer blind and dafkned, and ſoare many Thou- 
_ aſter him, and the dominion of the Devil was over 
m. £4 
Firſt, Deceiving him, by Leading him, to Expe&t 
an Acceptance, becauſe the Offered , though with an tvil. 
Heart. 03 718 
- Secondly, to jeadhim into the evif which had keps him from 
acceprance. 

Thirdly, by making bim ſo Wrath and Angry ( becauſe he 
was not accepted) againſt his Brother that did well, and was 
partaker of the one ſure Faith of the Ele Seed of God: 
And the Serpent baving thus darkned his mind, then he duri 
come before him with a Lye (though he was a Man, of wbom 
Eve thought, that ſhe had gotren him irom' the Lord) per-* 
iwading bim, that if that Faithſull Abe was out of the Way, 
that then it would be better with him : So he bearkned*to the 
Counſcl of this evil ſpirit, and ſhed Innocent Blood about Re- 
ligion ; here Perſecution got his entrance into the World, 
by one that was an Offerer , .and an evil Doer together, a ft 
Ingrument for ſuch a Work, But tchoId, what became of this 
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Mair; the Blood which he «4 ſhed,: and the Earth which had: 
drunk it up,-cry'd for Vengance againſt: this: bloody . Offerer, 
and he fear'd exceedingly , and ſaid, He covld not bear: his 
Puniſhment , and ſaid,- Every one that finds me will flay me, 
and to prevent that, he went and Built a City in the Land 
of ' Ned , hear was the beginning of Fortifications, which was. 


_ todefend the Tranſgreſlor ; for the Righteous have a Tower, 


namely, the Name of God, and there they are ſafe withoutſurh 


 Gatevor Walls. 


Now. letevery one conſider, how little right this ſpirit had 


- in all theſe things , but be entred by a Lye, and Reigned by a 


Lye, and: Darkneſs and deceit was his defence for his Govern- 
ment; -avd trow lict|e reafon there is to plead for ſuch a ſpirit,let 
the wiſe in-beartjuege. | | 
It would.go beyond my prefent aime and purpoſe, totrace 
this ſpirit, who 1s. called the Devil and Satan, the Dragon and: 
old Serpene, through: all: Ages, ſince the beginning ;. to ſee with 
how lirtle Truth ; Righe or Equity he came up, to Reign a- 
mong. Men. . The underſtanding Reader of the Scriptures of 
Truth, can fee it-clear enough; and it 1s agreat wonder (and 
one of the greateſt) that is in that part of the World, called. 
Cbriftendem,that there are ſo many men (being men of knowledge 
in otber matters, 'and ſuch as {et up-the_ Scriptures, ſo' much 
as they ſeem to dogcalling it the Word of God,the Rule of Chritti= 
ans, the Light of the World, the Guide of Life, &c. ) that they 
ſhould go with ſuch a Book in their hands, pleading for the 
Devil's :Kingdom ; and for a neceffity \that it muſt continue, 
as long as there is-a man+, upon Earth ; Whereas the” Scrip- 
ture in ſubſtance, is nothing, clſe Bac. as a: Declaration againſt 
him, and; his Government;: and ſhewerh ; how he ought. ro be 
forſaken, oppoſed, reliſted, and'caſt out, and withall, huw-that 
Primitive, pure and holy, and; Righteous Law of that Spi. 
rit, which is called God, and 1s holy, pure, and Bleſſed for 
ever, how that ought to be imbraced, received and exalted in 
the whole Creation; I ſay, this is a very .great wonder, of 
which and of the conſequenees thereof, the Chriftians focalled 
have cauſe to. be aſhamed; yea, are a Reproach. to the whole 
p "'&'- World:, 


(13 
World , andir'is: high time that ſome do ariſe for God; and; 
the call is gone forth, Who 15 on the Lord's pare, Exod. 332.26. 
The Devil has an innumerable Hoſt, to plead for Sin, ſome 
with Arguments, -and ſome with cruel Weapons, but who 1s 
on the Lord's part, that can.ſay, the lord Reigns in Righte- 
ouſneſs, and in Truth he Judges the Earth? Oh! All ye car- 
nal Profeſſors of God and Chriſt, in words, but in works deny 
bim, and ſayes, that Sin muſt ftand, and remainas long as you 
live. Beit known unto you, in the Name of the God of Heaven, 
that where Sin remains, there the Devil is Prince and Ruter : 
And if that muft remain as long as you live, the Devil deiires 
itno longer ;, for he that will be his Servant in this life, muſt 
be his Companion in the World to come. | Bur'hear ye the 
Word of the Lord, thou great Hoſt, and mighty Army of 
the Devil, Beaſt, Serpent, and the old Decciver , who plead 
that his Government ſhall ſtand as long as there is a man ro 
live wpon Earth : The Controvertie of the Lord God Almighty 
is Proclaimed, and begun againſt you all, and your Prince , 
yea, the Arm of the everlaſting God is itrertched our againſt you, 
and henceforth ye fhall gat be proſperous ; but the Dominion 
of your Prince ſhall be leſſened, and both his and your Power 
ſhall be weakned, and your Weapons, buth of .Deceirt and Cru- 
elity ſhall be broken and come to nought :- The Inheritance of 
of the Wicked ſhall be }aid wafte, andthe delipn which hath been 
carried on ſo long ſhall be fruſtrated , Deceit and Falſhood ſhall 
fall before the Truth,and Darkneſs (hall flee before the Light , 
and your fortified City ſhall fail you, and the Land of Ned will 
not be a hiding place for you : For the Arm of the mighty God of 
facob fhall ſcarter you as a reproach, and make you ainamed of 
your Work, and of your Prince. | 4 
Now totonch a title at your Arguments, wiich the Servants 
of this ſpirit make ute of, for_to *hoJd vp bis KEmydom;, of 
which they fay, [t 1s impottible tha; it ſhould be brought down ; 
even 2s if God hed given np-all Mane kind (which is che beſt ot kis 
Creation) untv te Devil.z and that be ſhovid keep none of then 
*for himſcIf-to :ferve bim},. till they have fulfilled the Devi.'s 
work to the tail; and can ſerve'him no longer: 
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Jin the ground, though Darkneſs is over their-underſtandingy; 
as. concerning God and Heaven, and ſuch things, yer many 


of them, do not judge that. there is fuch gs 1. to do evil -- 
C 


-as long as they live; but abſtain from that which they know 
to be evil, and they that do ſo, are efteemed.to have their-plea- 


ſures and delight in che Elizinmw- Feilds, after inn, 


Lucil8us ſaid ; know ye not what grevious Puniſhments and 
Torments the wicked and evil men are to fuffer- afcer his life; 
or in what great happineſs the good: men ſhall live ? The Hea- 
then Epicarmw, ſaid, If thou art godly in thy mind, thou ſhalt 
. (being dead). not fuffer evil, and many ſuch ſayings are «mong 

them ; But theſe fallen Chriſtians who plead a neceffity- to ſerve 
this ſpirit, whom they call the Devil, whoſe place they will confeſs 
isin Hell,and in the everlaſting Fire? yerthey notwithſtanding 


without doing good,expet to injoy their Flizium ; to wit,a Hea- 


ven where God and the holy Angels dwell forever. 


Now let us examine a little what reaſon there is far this great - 


miſtake. 


Firft, They ſay, that Sin « rooted and planted in the Nature-of 


HMan , yea, ſo that a Man mnſt ceaſe to be «a Man, before be ian . | 


- comeTo ceaſe from being a Sinner. 


Anſwer, That Man in his Natural ſtate, is ſo united with Sin 
- a&'that be thereby is ſeperated from God, 1 do not deny ; and; 
alſo that there is anatural inclination in man, to commit Fin, . 


is alſo rrue.z to wit, as long as they remain 1n their natural 
* ftate aad condition: And if theſe Champions for' the Devil's 
Kingdom had blotted our{(out of that which they call their Rule) 
all thoſe Pretious ſayings , 'that make mention of a ſtate of 
Grace, of being under Grace, of being Changed or Tranſlated, of 
being Redeemed and made Free, of being Waſhed, Clenſed, Sandki- 
fhed, perfetily in Soul Body andyirit , and many more ſuch places; 
then they had had a Plea for their . Prince-; 'But ſeeing there is 
-\ ſuch: a large Teſtimony of the Mercy and goodneſs of - God, 


_» and of tis Power and Al-ſufficiency ts Redeeth and Save, there- 


_: Fore it is worthy to be pleaded, before we allow the Devil ſuch 
; an unlimitted Power in and among, yea, over all the 'Sonsagd 
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Danghters of Men. ' And tberefore,as concerning the frft part” 
of this Objection, to wit ; Thar Sin is rooted in che. Nature. 
of Man ;. How came ito be rooted there ? Whoſe Work was 
itto make it ſo? . was it the Work of God ? or hath he ordered 
it, that it ſhould be ſo? If fo, Why is any Man or Woman 
puniſhed or condemned for its being ſo, ſeeing it could not be 
otherwiſe? But none elſe burt-ſuch as are wholiy blind from 
a true ſence of  Gad will dare to ſay ſo; For then the mani» 
fold calling of Sinners unto Repentance, to Waſb them;, to 
Cleauſe them, to put away the Evil from them,to Ceaſe to do Evil &Cc. 
muſt all be againſt his will and -ordering z and-ſo conſequently 
but « mockery : But God forbid that any Man ſhould ſay or 
think ſo, - Well, if ic was not by the ordering or appointment. 
of God, but thax God has made Man Righteous in his Nature, 
Will and: Aﬀections z yea in the Image of God: he - Created 
bim.: Then it muſt needs be another that bas wrought this great 
Work, to plant Sin in his Nature , and when it is examined, 
it will appear,that it is the work of a curſed Qut-caſt,an Unclean, 
Lying, Treacherons Spiriz, who was rejeted of /Gud, andbad 
no place 1n-the whole Creation, but by framing a tye he brought 
a poor, Woman from her Integrity and Obedience, -and ſo 
from that came 4 great alteration to be in her, and a Ground 
or Foundation was laid for the Devil to build upon , and frem 
that time he, bas/[alwayes bad a Ryle in the hearts of the Chil- 
dren- of Diſobedience :- But now that this Rule and Govern- 
ment ſhould not onely be Univerſal, but alſo Irreſiſtable and un- 
alterable ; , yea, though-God Almighty ftretch.forth his Power, 
to Redeem any. our. of this Kingdom, to bring them into the 
Kingdom of -bis dear Son , yet- they ſay, itis impoffible for 
-bim, cil} he dies. ; 1c is as much, as toſay , If God will bave 
any Man to ferve him perteRtly, he muſt rſt kill him, and then - 
be frall bave bim to his-ſervice tn another World : Oh Hor- 
rible: Ignorance of the Power of God, and of theend for which 
Chriſt came into the World ! namely, to deſtroy the Divel 
and his Works, Now when bis Work is deſtroyed, which has 
.a_rendancy to corrupt man's nature ; then the natare, of Men 
and Women come to be 2g2tn. holy, elean and pure, and Man. 
£0mes to be Reſtored to his firſt Image, and the Glory of the. 
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Erſt Body is again known, L which all the /Bond-ſlaves of thk © ; 
Devil are Ignorant; and this Power to reſtore the- nature of 
Man. again, is the Lord's alone, it was the Devil that corrupted - 
ic, and it is-God that ſanRibes it again, and Yelivers it by the 
Spiric of Judgment and of Burning, which the Hypocrites can« 
St hear, 7 74 -- | +2 
| Now the manner how, the nature of Man came'to_ be: cor+ 
rupted, you have heard that it was by ' Man's joyning' with -thar 
ſpirir, that was fallen and caſt out from God, and hadonely a 
power inthe Darkneſs,and could not Reign over any thing, but 
over that which he could draw from the Glory of God into 
the Darkneſs : And God who dwells in the Light, being moved 
with infinice compaſſion, ſent his Eternal Son, that was with - 
him: before the World was, that he ſhould be made partaker of 
the ſame nature-in which Man was Created , that by the Ver- 
Tue of the Eternal Power be might reſtore him unto' God', and. 
_— miniſter unto the ſpirits of all ſuch, to whom this Dark-, 
neſs and corrupted ſtate was as a Priſon-houſe;, And this Jeſus 
received not the nature of Angels, that was not his Work; but 
he received the Seed of Abraham, which was in Captivity, that *' 
he might Redeem it from Caprivity through Death, luring 
-under the weight of that 'which oppreſſed the Creature, and 
_ cauſed irto groan after Redemprion ; -ſo that although it could * 
not deiiver it ſelf, yet it might come to be” Delivered through - 
Faich in him who 1s mighty to ſave; And this Jeſus which 
-was of the Seed of Avrabam after the fleſh, purifieth the nature 
-of all. thoſe that _joyn with him , for the Work of the Devil 
'js to*bring in corruption, and the Work of Chriſt is to deſtroy 
'It, and initcad thereof to bring in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs : 
Now where Sin is remaining inthe nature; there the Covenant 
with Hell and Death is not þroken, neither are ſuch in Covenant 
with God, butare yer under the Power of the Prince of the 
Air, whatever they - may profeſs, ' And the death of Chriſt 
is yet of no value unto them, becauſe they are yet in their Sin, 
and corrupted nature, unchanged, Untranſſated , So that thoſe 
that hold chis -Plea for the Devil, that becanſe he once got 4 Place 
in the nature of AMMan, and has corrnpted it, that therefore Sin muſt 
remain ſo long as the Life or nature remains, ſach are ftrangers to a 
| Work BF 
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1 which he worketh, and 
le works'; and they have 
- more Faith in the Power. of the Devil, then in the Power of 
« Chriſt; believins that the Devil is more able to keep the Crea- 
tcure,and to hold faſt thar, which by Deceir, and Treachery he has 
gotten'in it;then God (who made theCreature good in his nature) 
is able, ta reſtore it to bis firſt purity, thatthe. Creature might 
come. to ſerve him in- Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, And ſuch 
as ſo believe, are fo true: Chriſtians , nor true Belieyers : But 
'are {tanding in the corrupt nature, that has unity with the Devil 


and-plead This: Cauſe, who 'is willing, that his corrupt birth | 


ſhould live in Man,as long as he lives in the World; For he knows 
that ſo long no acceptable Sacrifice can be offered up to: God ; 
for- you. cannot bring forth a clean Sacrifice out of an unclean 
Veſſel; and as long as nature is defiled; the works will be unclean, 
that are wrought 1n that nature. : 


Secondly, The ſecond pleading is; That never avy Man 
was freed. from Sin, ever fince Sin firſt entred into the World ; 
nd that therefore it 3s Preſumption., to expett- ſuch a thing -in thus 
Life.” ? . 9" Ss 


Anſw. Tf this Poſition were true, That there was never 


any Man: freed from Sin , -yct it would be preſumption to fay, * 


that God ſhould not be able ro do that , which he never did ; 
and 1t'is alle preſumption to conclude, that never any Man was 
freed, bur "it this Polition be falſe, then not only the confe- 
quence 1s falſe, to wit, that none canbe freed, bur ajſo the Ar- 
SUMenT it ſelf 'is proved to be a Lye, and fo is ſwept away , 
and a Door.is opened unto all, that has more love to Righteoul- 
nefs,then to Sin, both to hope and to expect, that the ſame work 
ſhould again be wrought in and for them, withour preſymprion. 
Now, that att menare Sinners by nature,” "is evident; and'tliac 
ſome. were changed out of that natifra} State, is as evident;, fo 
that rhe Queſtion is only ,” whether thoſe, that are' tranſlated 
out of that (2nfull natore, remain ſinful}, -yea'or nay > which 
if it be ſo, *wlar/pdyantage have they beyand'others,, if- they; 
after they-ars tranſlated; myſt remain unfreed *-Bur 1 anſwer, * 
= | C with 
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- with the words of the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 4. 1. He that bath ſuffered 


in the fleſe , hath ceaſed from Sin, And here he ſpoke of ſuch that 
were yet in the Body ; buthad ſuffered with, and were-made © 
partakers.of the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt, which was to 
Sin , through which every one mult paſs, -before they can come 


to the ReſarreRion, that is in Chriſt, by which. (ſaid Perer) 


They obtained the anſwer of 4 good Conſcience in the Sight of God , 
which he calls the Baptiſzs cbat Saves:now, ſome having been Par- 
takers of that Death , Baptiſm, and Refſurre&ion of Chriſi, 
by which they came to ceaſe from' Sin, and to have an anſwer 
of a good Conſcience, without offence both to God and- Man, 


(which none that (ins, can have) then may there ſome lawfally 


expect to come to che enjoyment of the ſame ftate of freedom 
and clearneſs, as well now, as formerly without preſump- 
£10N. | | - 

. Secondly , I anſwer with the words of the Apoſtle 7ohy, 
1 0h.3.9. He thas ts born of God ſinneth not ;, becauſe bts ſeed abideth 
in him; and he cannot ſin, for he ts born of God. Now whereas there 
have been ſome, that were born of God, and have been his Chil- 
dren ; and that they that were ſo, had overcome the, Wicked- one, 
ſo that he could not touch them, but they had kept their Gare. 
ments white and unſpotted ; and that fome have been treed from 
the Law of Sin and Death; and that.ſome have /Walked un-. | 
blamable, and without ſpot, and had put off the old Man with: 
his Deeds, and had known the new Birth, and could by the 
Holy Spirit call God, Father , which thingsare all miniteſt in 
the Scriptures of Truth, , which-none-can deny,-bur thoſe, thar 
will deny the Scripture;,, Why then. ſhould any man queſtion, 
that the fame Works of Redemption fhguld not now again be 
brought to paſs? And therefore it 15 lawful] to expect it with-- 


. out preſumption, This Argument being confuted by the experi- 


ence of the Saints. | WA SD $-1:1 
Thirdly, The Faith of Gods Eleft is bur onean'.all Apes; 
and that Faith has purified che Hearts of -many. informer Ages, 
| and has taught them co Walk with God;as for Inſtance, 
Gen.5. Encch Walked with God ſeveral hyndaeds of years: 
21, '., anditwould beja horrible thing:;to.fay; that. he Walks 
..,..  edwith God, when he Walked in Sint; 85 tf God _ 
FO 


nor the Worker of Iniquity Dwelts nor walks not with the Lord: 
But Enoch Dwelled and Walked with the Lord,- and did not 
Iniquity ; for if he had, he ſhould not bave obtained a Teſti- 
mony,that he pleaſed-the Lord : for Sinners and Evil-doers do not 
pleafe him. By Faith Noah Walked wich God, and 
was ' Preacher of Righteouſneſs in the old World, 2 Per. 
alſo Lot in Sodom: which they could not have been, if 2.5. 
they bad been Sinners, except they had bcen ſuch Preach» 
ers, as the Preachers arc this day ; but they were owned of Ged, 
though they Were mocked of men ; and it 4s ſaid of them, that 
- they did Inherie Righteouſneſs which they preached : And of 
Lot it is faid, that his Sonl as well as his Docrine was Righ- 
reous : And by theſame Faith 7ob was kept in the fear of God 
in the Land of Vz, for that caught him to eſchew evil, by 
which he obtained a Teſtimony of God, that he was | 
perfet and upright, which no Sinner is: and if he 1 fob 1, 
had not been free from Sin, it would have been falſe AZ. 
to'ſay of him; that he eſchewed the evil,and was perfe& : 
and rhough his Tryals were many ; yet he ſinned not with his 
Lips, neither did he charge God foolithly, and in theend of all 
his Tryals God'cleared him of having linned, witnefling, that 
he had found him faithfull, and received a Sacrifice from his 
Hand for thoſe zealous Profeſſors, that had charged him with: 
Sin, whom God had cleared: And the fame Faith cauſed 
Abraham and Sarah to be partakers of the Promiſe; and Abraham 
was a Friend of God, of which Chriſt ſaid, That none could 
be, burby fulfilling his Will ; and thoſe that do fo, are no Sin- 
ners : And by this Faith Aoſes chuſed rather to ſuffer 
Affliction with the People of God, then to enjoy the 'Heb-11, 
pleaſures of 'Sin ; So mark, he left Sin and the plea- 25: 
ſures of it, and then he muſt be withour Sin ; by 1 
which he obtained a Teſtimony, that he was a Servant of God, 
which Sinners are nut. By Faith David's Heart was made after 
the Mind of God, and'that is not finfull, but free from it, 
for in him is no Darkneſs at. al|.. 'By the ſame' Faith the 
Prophets were choſen Veſſels of God, and were upheld in their 
Teſtimony for God, till they came to obtain thac Teftimoriy, 
nn C 2 that 
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that they: were the Men and Servants of God, which'they.could 
not have been, and withall Servants unto Sin; And the 


Zuke Scripture beareth- Record of | Zachariah and Elizabeth 
I,2, his Wife, that they. were both Righteous before God, . 


not by an.Imagined Righteouſneſs ,;.but in. regard to 


their Converſation, walking in all the: Commands and. Statutes, 


of the” Lord unblamable ; bur if they had been under the Power 
of Sin, and not freed from it ; ' they had been neither .unblamable, 
nor Righteous, but muſt at leaſt have Tranſgreſled ſome of! the 
commands of the Lord, or elſe they could not be-Sinners, Alſo 

| Nathaniel, ig. whom there was no Guile, .which could 
John 1, not have been, if he had been under the Power of Sin , 
48. And much more might I write upon this Subze&; to 


ſhew, how that many by this one Faith in all Ages 


have been delivered from Sin , and become the Children and 
Servants of God, and therefore thoſe, that are Partakers of this 
Faith in this Age, may bope and expect, that the ſame. Work 


may be wrought in them ; and this is no preſumption : And if 


theſe Sin-pleaders ſhould ſay, that there 15 none Partaker of this 
Faith now ar this day, and therefore cannot be- made free from 
Sin, they will exclude themſelves, .which they, .will. hardly 
do, becauſe they would fain haye a Name: ot being Belie- 


vers, though they deny the Work of the True Faith in'them-, .. 
ſelves. Fee yt. - 4 
Furthec, let us confider, what theſe ſtrong Pleaders for Sin, 


have to'fortifie themſelves withali ; They ſay, they have the Strip- 


| tare to'plead withall for Sin, which certainly was never the-inten- 


' tion of the holy Spirit, by which it was given: forth :. But (ſay. 


They) It is written. in 1 Kings 8, 46. uu pet war an that 
funeth not. Anſw., This is very true, neither dolplead, that any 
man is free from Sin all the dayes of his life (except Chriſt ) 
but have confeſfed, they are all Sinners by nature, untill they be 
changed: and belides, there ir is but ſpoken of a People, that were 
under the Law, of which the Apoſtle ſayes; that it made nothing 


; perfect ;, but,ſaid he, the bringing in of a better Hope did-.,. bur 


the Zkwdid not purifie the Comers thereunto, according to the 
Conſcience : but, when the Offerers had offered, there remained 
an Evidence of Sin in the Confeience ; but what js that to the 
” a | ry | 0" - SSR 


kw uw FF ar © ., mam cj. d ow thin mo cc i..u vcMdae_ cM i 


i 


'21 


WE (;21.) 
Chriftians, who are come to know a better Hope, and the Blood 
that purifieth the Conſcience;for that ſame Apoſtle that ſaid, the. 
Law made no man perfe& (under which Law Solomon was, as 


alſo that People, concerning whom it was ſaid , there is none 
that lives and finneth not) notwithſtanding the ſame Apoſtle 
ſaid,that it was the bringing in of a better Hope,that did it: And 
what are theſe Fighters: for Sin, and Sin-pleaders become ſo 
Zealous, that they wil) rather deny th? better Hope then to 
ceaſe from Sin ? if not, then there is a poſſibillity to be made 
perfect by the Blood of Chriſt, which the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats could not do. F | 


An other ObjeRion is brought forth , that is, That the Apoſtle 


Paul /aid, that Sin lived in him, and that the good that He would do, 
He did riot 5, and the evil that He-would not ds, that He aid. 


Anſw. - That-Pawl! knew the paſſing through ſuch a State, is 
without-queſtion, and is not denied , bur this does not prove at 
all,that be never knew no better State ; or that he never came to 
perfection; for in that place he makes mention of three States, 
Firſt, How it was with him, when he lived without the Zaw of 
God in his liberty to 6ght againſt the Truth , and 2 On 
be might:do many things againſt the Name of Jeſus. Secondly, 
He declares of his Convincement, and how it was with him then, 
when he knew, he ſhould not do no more againſt the Truth, and 
yet; not being wholly changed hedid things which be knew he 
ought. not, by reaſon of Sin living and dwelling in him;and that. 
State he did not. call Happy or Bleſſed (as theſe blind Profeſ-. 
ſors do at this day,that takes up a Reſt in this State,and ſay, they 
can never be Redeemed out of it(for he ſpeaking of ſuch a Condi. 
tion,cryes out for Deliverance,calling it 8 miſerable Condition, 
which plainly ſheweth, that his eye was npon a further and 
better State; unto which he alſo beareth Witnelsþ ſaying, he 
was made .free by the Law of the Spirit of Life” both of the 
Law: of Sin and of Death; in which time he was yet in the 
Body. | | | 
hy what 1/2aſon have theſe Pleaders for Sin'to believe, that 
Paul was: in alltheſe three States at once? andif not ; Why not: 


in. - 


*— - - 


Ta Sa HB" 
NY: 2% 


at egt—oboenetetttommtes i wn 


Cnagey” 7» 


- hn — D 
_- mA — — —— Rd mu « > 
Wo PR DE OY CT ee re © 2 CIFYTS 2 5. 44 
a OY XY ory wy y f 3-4 


CC E————_ > << a oor Curr 
ce 2 ” 
4 wt 


EEL—_— << 
» Ie 0 2996 nts 1 a 
woe ATE RAP GPS 8 rain. 5 


_ — 24." . 
—— 24, 
= ERAS rn nn EI rn nr ern ISL DEAD I nA 
_ " " 


TA | p* (22) | DL 
*in' the laſt? being the” other. rwo are but fore-going States., 
leading to the third ; eſpecially confidering the many other Teſti- 
monies, which he gives of his being perfect ; 'and of thoſe, that by 
his Miniſtry were brought to perfe&ion , ſaying, concerning - 
bimſelf, Timothy, and Silvanus : We can ds nothing againſt the Truth : 
and in an other place he teſtifies, That he has fought a good Fight, 
kept the Faith, and finiſhed his Courſe. Now if it was finiſhed, 
then there was no more to run: and if the Fighe was Fought , 
chen the Enemies were no more alive, as they were, when Sin 
lived and dwelled in him. Again he ſayes in an other place, 
We preach Wiſdom among them that are Perfet : Thar is after the 
explication and Sence of theſe Sin-pleaders , We preach Wiſdom 
among none, except among thoſe, that are already departed out 
of this World,and gene to Heaven. And again, As many of you 
45 are Perfeit, be ſo minded: Thar is to ſay, after their explica-- 
tion ; let none be thus minded, before they be dead. Again at 
laſt, Dear Brethren be perfe# , And of one mind, &c, But this, they 
fay, cannot be in this Life. And again he ſayes to the Hebrews, 
Ton are come to the ſpirits of juſt Aden made perfett, and to God the 
Righteous Faage of all, &c. But where were theſe Hebrews ? were 
they yet alive, or were they dead? if d&d ; How came his 
Epiſtle to meet them ? Bur a wilfull Blindneſs 15 come over ma- 

Ny of theſe Servants and Miniſters of Darkneſs, and they have 
- rebellious Hearts againſt the Light,that diſcovers their Sin, and 
would lead chem our of it. | 

But becauſe they have more love to Sin, then to the Light, 

therefore they ſeek to cover themſelves ſo much : But the Day 
1s come, that has diſcovered them, and their deceitfull Coverings 
will not longer cover them, | 


An other pleading is of that which is ſpoken by the Apoſtle, 
John 1 Joh. 1. 8. If we ſay we have no Sin, we deceive onr ſelves, and 
the Truth ts not in #8. OE, 


Out of which words every miſerable, and pitiful Souldier 
of this great Prince of Darkneſs chinks, be may Arm himſelf ſuf» 
czently to fight againſt that, which would deliyer them and make 
rim ree:But iFrhis _— were ſcen and read 'with that _ 
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by which, and in which it was written , then it would appear; - 


that this Zebn was not ſuch a great Friend to Sin, and the Devil 
(who is a-Father of Lyes) as they would have him to be, For 
in the ſame Chapter he had ſhewed before, into what Stare they 
muſt come, before they can come to have Fellowſhip with God, viz. 
To walk in the Light, as Chriſt was in the Light: and thoſe 
that ſaid, They bad Fellowfhip with God and Chriſt, (as the 


Prieſts and Profeffors do at this day) and did not come to attain 


unto that State to walk in the Light, but inſtead thereof walked 
jn Darkneſs ; ſuch ſaid he, were Lyars, and did not the Truth. 

Now he ſaid , bis Fellowſhip was with the Father and with the 
Son ;- which could not be, if he had walked in Darkneſs, or was 
2 Sinner, or that he had not walked in the Light, as Chriſt was 
in the Light, for then he would have made himſelfa Lyar, if he 
had been a Sinner, when he ſaid; that he had Fellowſhip with God 
and Chriſt. þ | 


And therefore it ought to be well obſerved, that 7ohx ſpeakes 


there of a ſort of Men, that were not yet brought to confeſs 
their Sins; and if ſuch came to that Conceit and Pride, as to 
ſay, they had no Sins co confeſs; and ſo exalted themſelves above 
the Witneſs of God that reproved them; then ſuch deceived 
themſelves: Burt if theſe that are ſo ſinful], come ty own rhar 
which brings them to a Confeſſion of their Sins; then God is 
Faithfull ro forgive ſuch their Sins, and to Cleanſe them from 
all Iniquity. Now, when this is done, to wit ; when the Crea- 
ture has confeſſed his Sin, and God has forgiven it, and Cleanſed- 
him; What muſt then that Man ſay ? Muſt he then ſay; that he 
has bis Sin ſtill, when he has it not? Muſt he ſay, thac he is Fil-. 
thy and Defiled, when he is Cleanſed from all that? This would 
dea Lye ; and It he ſhould be Cleanſed from all Sin ; he muſt cer- 
tainly be Cleanſed from Lyes: And if it was his Duty to con- 
feſs the Work of the Devil, when it was ftanding in him, which 
were his Sins ; May not he now being Cleanſed, confeſs God's 
Work that has Cleanſed him, he being Cleanſed by him free-- 
ly?Muſthe therefore be cryed out of for a Deceiver and Heretick? 
Who is ſo blind, that cannot fee, that it is as ſerviceable as nr2d-- 
full, and as lawfull for a min, that has known the Power of God 
to clenſe him, to conteſs that, and-zo kegr a teſfjpmony to thar 
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work ; as it is needfull and Jawfull ,when the Devil's work is ma- . - 
nifeſted in him ; to confeſs that, and to bear a Teſtimony again 


W 

thar. , pony ; 4 '4 : | Q 
' Yet ſaith John. to thoſe that were thus waſhed > If we ſay, that th 
we bave not ſinned; we make God a Lyar ;, It is as much, as if he » 
would ſay, Thar even: thoſe that are ſaved, muſt” confeſs to the fi 
Power of God, by which they have been judged for fin ; and not el 
to exalt themſelves above it, as af they had nevertinned , fee- n 
ing that the Witneſs of -God reftifieth in all, that they havelin- S 
"ned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God , So thar now the t 


underſtanding Reader may ſee, thar 7obn hath not written here. 
of an impoſlibility of being Delivered from Sin, but abſolutely c 
the contrary ; Namely,that thoſe that cannot ſay that they are pr 
without ſin, may come by confcling their ſins to be Cleanſed' $ 
«and made freefrom it; yea, from all that which is Unrighreous : : 
'Yet ſome will ſay, that the Apoſtle in that place ufeth the 

word We,as if he included hitmſclf;as if he would ſay atthat time; 

if I ſhould ſiy, that I had noſin, &c, 

Anſw, This is no proof at all, becauſe the contrary is proy'd 

before; to wit, that he had Fellowſhip with God and. Chriſt, 

which no Man could have that walked not in the Light, as he | 
is in the Light, and ſuch may as well, by the ſame manner of 
ſpeaking, prove 7ames to be a Curſer , whereas he ſaid, with 
the Tongue we Bleſs God, and with it we Curſe Men that are 
made after the Image of God; and many more ſuch Inſtances 
might be brought forth, of. the Lamentations and Complaints 
of the Prophets concerning the Houſe of J#+ael, which is 
Tranſlated ſo in that manner of ſpeaking, which .does not prove 

at al], that the Prophets were Guilty of ſueh Sin and Rebellion, 

of which they complained; Meh. 9. 37. &c. Buthow- zealous are 
theſe Pleaders for fin to find out words, 'which, they think, ds 
ſerve for the-upholding of the Kingdom of their Maſter, when 
there is not one word, that properly belongs, or was written to 
their. purpoſe, except that Part of it, wbich the Devil-and- his 
S:rvaats, their Predeceffors has: Spoken .or Written; -anid that 
indeed may-ſerve them ;.as T once heard a Prieſt, that wis/exhorts 
10g of the People. to imploy their Time, and - Ability. to ga- 
ther knowledge, confirming his Exhortation with the Scrip- 

k : ture, 
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ure (vin.), Gen, 5, 770 Dub 1.2 Gale, hnrving aud and Bi: 5 | 
And an other, a Mennift Preacher in North- Hollayd, whilit he 

was warning the-People to: take heed-of daing.Deceinan, be | 
exhorteththem to Immitate the deaf 4aderr, Pal, 58. 4: A184 fo . || 
to ſhop their Bari againſt the voice of tht Charmors, thay charm never ſe 1 
»i/ely 3 $0, the one haxb'his Proof from the Addere,and the other | 
from the Devil. -. Such, Scripture; Places-as'theſe, I do confeſs, 
chat theſe Pleaders for Sin may find to ftrengthen their Argue» 
ments ; but that which was written-by the Motion of the Holy 
Spirit of God, is a'/perfeR Teſtimony againk them all ;, againit 
their Work, and againft their Prince. - Wo 

So, having anſwer'd. their chiefeſt Objections, whick. they 
draw out of 'the Scripture ; by which they endeavour to prove, 
-That none can be free from fin in thu life, contrary to Row. 6.22, 1 
make haſte to the third great Argument of theſe Captives, whic 
they lay down againſt their own Freedom: T 


a 


Thirdly, ' That is, That ir & the Will of God, to let ſame Sins 
remain in the Bet of his People, to keep them Humble thereby. 


Anſw. 1f it be the Will of God , that his belt Servants ſhould 
fin ; then his Will is done, when they ſin, And what reaſon have 
any men to be humbled and-caft-down, becauſe they have done 
the. Will of God ? butrather to rejoyce, and be glad, that the 
Will of God is done, and that their Will is conformable ro the. 
Will of God, that the Will of both-can be done together : This 
is a very cake way to the Joy of the Lord, if this brings te thas 
ſentence, el done Good and Faithful Servant ge, But Wo unto 
thoſe, chat.arc given up to belleye this Lye MUELS 

Again, Ler the/underſtanding Reader (1 mean thoſe, thae 
re weary with their (ins, and are willing to be freed) conſider, 
(for, as concerning the other, they are my Oppoſers) How can 
{ad properly. be call'd Ai-i74ty2 and how can the Work of 
tie Conyertion of .Sopls properly; becall'd : Ha, if he'je neceſ- 
lizated to borrow.ſomerbing iromthe Devilto keep his Children 
Huymblewithal 2 Certainly we 'muſt conclude, That if God © 
had a berter way to d© $6056 he would doit in the beſt, and 

| : | not 


EIT RITA 
not in the worſt way;'viz. By Sim; which: is ſo very contrary 
to his nature. ik, ITS0P x | 

But, Let but theſe Sin-Pleaders ſuppoſe, That if God ſhould 
reech forth. his Power ſo far in-man, that it ſhould deftroy alt 
the Works of the Devil, and caft out Sin ;, and cauſe his Soul to: 
rake as great Delight and Joy in Well-doing, asever ithad in 
Sin ;' and ſhould plant Humility 'as naturally itn the Son], as 
the Devil has planted Pride in it. 

Now the Queſtion is, Fhether this Power that works this change, 
be not as able to keep the Creatnre in this Condition, -4s 'to' bring him to 
ir, without any help of the Devil or his Work. ?' But they will ſay, Ts 
ſuppoſe a thing that is Impoſſible, 435 either -againiF Reaſon, or Preſump- 
£308. le EN 0ISH ; 

F Anſwer, All things are Poſhble with God, except to Lye; 
and as concerning this, It is not-only poſſible, but the contrary 
is impoſfible, becauſe God hath ſo 'often promis'd it, to inake a 
perfe&t Work, and to finiſh his Work in all them that truſt in 
him : And for this End is Chriſt Jeſus come, That he might de- 
Broy the Devil, and his Works i And in the Parable he faith, hex 
be comes, that is ſlronger, he ſhall bind the ftroug Man, and ſpoil bis 
Goods, and caft him out. This ſeems as if Chriſt, who is the 
ftronger, had no need of the Devil, or his Goods either, to keep 
his People Humble thereby : Bur the Apoſtle faid, That they 
were kept by Faith through the Power of God, unto Salvation : 
Except you wilt ſay,as the Prieſts in Scor/and ſay, Cmrſed is be that 
ſayes, Faith u« without Sin, and let all the People ſay, Amen, Then 
the'words of the Apoſtle muſt be read thus, You are kept by a 
Faith, which is mixed with lin, in the Power of God unto Sal- 
vation - Butif you will have it ſo, ſpeak it out, as they have 
done ; but, being you profeſs, Thar Faith is the Gift of God ; 
- wekmay well ſay, It"is able to clenſe the Heart, and to give 
Victory over the World, and "alſo over the Devil, and Sin; 
and then there is no need of ſin, to keep us Humble: For if 
Humility was a Fruit bf fin, it-would not be ſo acceptable unto 
God, asitis ;. for 'the Prophet ſays, He giverch his Grace to the 
Humble, ayd. dweheth with ſach that are of 4. Contrite and Brokes 
Hoot. Þ:5i;; (trap 12 Ent, : 

>. | Aon, 


Again, if a few (ins, yea, coup 
can keep men Humble , then a great 


(27) 


h they 


be but a Remnant, 


eal of ſin muſt needs make. x 


man more Humble: ſo, then let us plentifully ſin, that we ma 
plentifully be Humble. :But,* God: forbid char ſuch do@rine 
or ſuch Teachers ſhould go..unreprov'd ; for, they haveexalted 
the work of the Devil beyond the Work of-.God : | And its, be- 
cauſe ſuch Teachers have been countenanc'd,that the People have 
been led into ſo much Blindneſs, Ignorance, and Hardneſs of 


Heart ; and that People have wholly loſt the Hope and "ge (capt 
' tion of a Day of Deliverance, and have taken up a Re 


ſinful and 


And now, If any come to Preach the Go 


laviſh ſtate. 


% 


% 
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ſpel, which brings 


Deliverance and Freedom to the Soul, their Souls being in z 
Reſt already (though a Falſe Polluted Reſt) ſuch are look'd up- 
on as Dilturbers of their Reſt, and Breakers off their Peace, and 
Tuch like ; even as it was with the Prophet AGcab, when he cry- 
ed out. (6c. 2. 10.) Ariſe ye, and depart ;, for this is not. your 
uſe it 1s polluted : it ſhall deftroy you, even with a ſore De- 


ReF, beca 
ſtrutftion, 


Burt Blefſed be 


the Lord God of Heaven and Earth for- 


ever, for he bath brought forth his Day of Salvation, which 
'many have long'd after, and are. longing, and, are in-travel 
that they might come to know it; to whom a {inful ſtate is no 
Reſting-place, bur is unto them asa ftrange Land, in which they 
cannot ling the Sengs of Sor , but ſtill have feru/alem in their re- 
membranc ewhich is Free-born from above; longing after the Day 
of Gathering, that the Lamb (and nut the changeable Prieſts 
and Teachers) may. be their, Light and Leader: Untoſuch I 
ſay, and teſtifie. in the Name of the God of Heaven, Lift up 
your. Heads, for the Day of your Redemption drawcth nigh, 
and Deliverance ſhall come out of Sr, the City of onr Solem- 
nity : Iſa. 33. 20.: And a Aghty Yaice foall be ſounded forth from 
the holy Mountain, from the Lord of Hoits, and thoſe thit hear it, ſhall 
live , and the dead Bones in the Valle)s ſhall be enliven'd : andthe ſoy 
of that Day ſhall be greater then the 7oy of the Harveſt. 

Now, How, and in what manger, theſe things will be brought 
to paſs, is a great Diſpute among many, tbat are yet ſeeking in 


the carnal Wiſdom to concelv 


D 2 


e and comprehend ſpiritual things, 


and 


rid'ib'rhey'cometo be ſcatter'd:& divided in their imaginations: 
'Anid rherefore 1h the mean rime, thoſe that are become willing ts 
{ir J6\en if Quirtnels;in the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, charſliew- 
zth-every runting-out of the Mind , they come ts, feel. the 
PyreFear of God to be ptanted in their Hearts ;{o thar they dare 
northink their own Thoughts, nor ſpeak their own Words: And 
hereis the beginning of the true Wiſdom, by which-Wiſdom 
it is given” unto them to underſtand thoſe ing which they 
cyzuldnbe fnd: our in all thetime of their Travel and Pains in 
the faln Wifdom; © © © 7 EE Ne a 
And whilſt they were bearkening after the different Voites of 
men, 'they-never could have a Cerrtainty : But nowheating him, 
by: whom God ſpeaketh, who is manifeſt within chem, whom 
their Ear is a5, Foy within ; they come toknow certainly 
that «whick they Know, through the Teſtimony of the Holy 
Spirit, who ' alone is able to reveal (unto thoſe that Fear 

im ) the Myſteries of. God's Kingdam ; and he ſhuts them vp 


» 
F 


from the Wiſe and Prudent of this World. | t 
_ And therefore you thar deſire to have an underſtanding of thefe 
things, come down from your high Builded Towers of Know- 
fete and *Eomprehenfion , and ht down in that Pure Light, 
ar brings a Dearty upon'the Earthly: Wiſdom, and become as 
Fools, that you may be wiſe; and'that Wiſdom that is-fo recei- 
ved; ſhall lead to. know the Number of che ' Braff; which the: 
whole World with all their Accademiical Fiſden , and all the 
Secs with their 'Inventions are ſtrangers unto at this day, and 
are carrying about 'with them hjs Name, andthe number of it, 
'or rm nba We Gries yr re] acceprent among. Mens and yet 
'do not know what itis :* But' when they come'to be wiſe enough 
to know it, and honeft enough to forſake it; then they will ſee, 
that the Friend-fhip of this' Warld comes, to be broken, and the 
.Fnmicy<0 work againſt the Holy Seed : and the Seed comes to 
"riſe and bruiſe the Head of the*Enmity, and to nail'it\falt to 
*a-Crofs, tif! it Dye ; and. then comes Freedom, then there'is War 
no more,. then there is-peace on Earth, and nothing but' good 
"will cowards all Men; yea to Enemies : Then Anguiſh -and 
Sorrow flyeth away , cand the peric& Love of God- cafts out 
'fear; -andTrhere is. Peart" more,, but that which 1s FR 
+ , k ' ; ; . WE V 


to know that ſtate, and Bleffed are they, that Believe and 
waits-to enjoy. it ; and Bleſſed iis.that Hope, which leads there- 
wag; to Ris 2577.50 5290 033809 3.h [nn Jing yl ebas; wo: 
' Now, as.toncerning the:chiefeft matter of this Treati/e(towit) 
Conpernivg the Reign: of the Devil among Men, tliere.is' yet one 
thing worthy to be conlidered, of which there is made mention 
in the Scriptures of Truth, in which it appears, that in4he be- 
ginning and ſetting up of-the Reign of Chrilt, and thar- the 


Everlaſting Gofpel' was Preached, and that many Thouſands 


had Refieved'and Obeyed it, ſo'that they came to be Witneſſes 
of the Kingdom of -Chrift ;; and- that the Devil was caſt our, 
Dil- Grow | 
and" Kings to God : I ſay, after all theſe things aforeſaid there 
came an' Apoftacy from'the Faith by which all theſe things a- 
fore mentioned were brought forth ;. and of that Apoſtacy Pans 
Prophelied to the Theſſalonians; and obs by the Spirit ſaw, how 
that the” 'Devil ſhould ger a great Deminion over Men by many 
changable Means and Wayes executing his Power, as a Dragon ; 
then' as a ſtrange Beaſt with. ſeven Heads, and ten Horns , atan- 
other rime, as alitrle*Beaff with to Horns , then with an /wage:; 
and then with a #hoere:&c. And that the Almighty. God: has ſet 
'and appointed a Time, a certatn Time ,. to this Nreadtull, Dark, 
'changable Government; And has given ohn to know, that it 
ſhould aft and continue but Ove Thouſand Timo Hundred and 
'Threeſcore Days, or Tears: And this is a ſet Time, and hath its 
beginning,” and its ending , but the, Kingdom of Chriſt, and 
'alſo' bis Prieſt-hood; are both after the power: of 'an endleſs 
Life. 4 | 2 WWF bf ? | 
Now, ſeeing ,that this laſt Power, which the Devil has gotten, . 
is but to continue his appointed time 3: Why ſhould: any be his: 
Friend fo far, as to ſay, that it muſt. continue always,> and that 
. 1t muſt never. come. to an. end, and that People no ways can 


' get freedom from under his Tyrannical Power ?' Certainly,theſe 


Men , that plead ſo ftrongly. for his: continual. Reign , and 
Power, have more Reaſon and Underftanding, then they uſe : 


As for inſtance, ſuppoſe that one had hired a Hopſe, or Farm of- 
an- 


by Immortality : Bleſfed* and Happy ate iall- they that” 'ceme- 


-and pur under their Feet;and ſome. were made Prieſts 


wr IM 


mo — r, " _ "IE 
——__—©F©Y_wW_—_——CC —— — ——— — OS 
9 AF From gp « . p——_ ” 
0 200,79 Ve: p<, 6 LES EM ant: $1 40097 FS, * 


ASE IVEY 
TT 
, LS: 
Go CR IK 


Sea en oat nn, Cn n—_—_ 
_ TD  —_—_— 
ANI; DO p 


TE ITO * 


OO EINY 


IT > —— 7 kn" % 
EC don ee er LAs a a Wi re een "If 
; $M 3 > 


gn__— 


2 : | - {33D | 
-anotber for ſeveral Years, - VeYear I. come to' xn 
end, that Man to whom that Houſe or farm belongeth , has 
a deſire tolive-in-it himſelf-: And:theIn-dweller not being wilt 
ing, and they both ſhould come to one of theſe Sin-pleaders, to 
'hearhis judgment,and determination::Þ believe they would ſoon 
fay to the-In-diveller; thou-muſt depart:;: the, other:is the Land- 
_ Jord,and thou haſt had thy full Time;and he now defiring to have 
his Houſe, he muſt have itz and eſpecially if the In-dweller was 
come .into the Houſe as a Thief i6,a dark Night, and had kept 
4t by. Violence, and had: brought no profit 0 the Land-lord 
atall. ''And this is properlythe Cauſe between .God, and this 
..Prince of Darkneſs , for he has-poſefſed the Igheritance of God, 
-and Ruled overit; not to the advantage of the Lord , But to 
his diſadvantage and diſhonour : And yet thele Men will not do 
ſo much right to God, as they will do-to their, Neigbour. Bug 
on the contrary they ſay ;. that this Uſurper, or Thief, that 
has ſtolen away the Hearts of Men from their Creator, muſt 
ſit there as long, as there is a'Man upon the Earth, and not any 
Man Redeemed. Oh 1 Bluſh for ſhame, ye Hypocrites.z. can you 
-make a difference. betweeri Good, and Evil among Men , . and 
will you not judge for God ? Come, take your Books into 
your Hands. and:read the. number of the Years, it 1s called 
,1260. Days; reckon after the reckoning of the Ancients 30.days 
t0' a: Moneth ; and ſee. whether that does not make out 42. 
Moneths, and ſee whether 42. Moneths does not'make a Time, 
Times, and half a Time; and ſee what things are ordered tobe 
in thoſe different Times.; and ſee, whether you can find ont the 
beginning of thoſe Times, that ſo you may find theend of them, 
for all thoſe, that had their confidence in the Number of the 
Year, 1666. are now Confounded, Aſhamed, and their Hope is 
fruſtrated : And now it is high time to wait upon the Lord, 
to get an Underfſtanding., and Knowledge which- makes not 
aſhamed. 1025S; | | 

Now-, the firſt thing to be.conſidered, to the opening of 
this thing. is © That. the firk appearance of this Man. Child, 
'that was Born in Heaven by a Woman, that was cloathed with 

' the Son; and-had her Feet upon the Moon, and was ae 7 
WICh, 


| 31)- | . | 
with the Stars. The firſt I WD, that appeared againſt this Child, © _|; 
was a great red Dragon: Mark , this was no Szbſtitute under | 
the Devil ; but was the Devil himſelf ; though be appeared in | 
Heaven, as you may ſee Revel,” 12. 13. and he it is, that has given; 
Power to all thoſe, that have Perſecuted this Woman;or her'Sced;- 
but as long as he was in» Heaven, he was no perfe&t Perfecutor ; 
there he had noPower,but only to be an Accuſer of the Brethren, 
and therein he buſlied himſelf Night and Day : But by this it is '8 
evident, that there was a Power over him, to which he aceuſed if 2 
them, and ſo long they could not ling :. bur when he was eaſt out + it 
with bis Angels, then they ſung + Now is Salvation come, and: 
Power, and the Kingdom of our God, and the Power of his 
Chriſt, for the: Accuſer of our Brethren, that accuſed them. 
Day-and Night before our God, is caft down, &c. : 

Burt then wo unto them that dwell on Earth, where the Devil 
got his. Power, that js in the Earthly Ground ; there be Rules 
with great Wrath, Anger and Fury, and Indignation,; Perſe- 

curing the Woman, and the leaſt appearance of ber Seed; and 
becauſe he cannot do harm enough of himſelf, he goes and makes 
bim a, Subftirute, towit; a Beaſt with. Seven Heads, and Ten 
Horns : Mark, juft the Number of his own Heads and! Horns ; 
only he came oue of the Pit, and this out of the Sea or Waters, of- "it 
which Waters you may read in Revel, 15.17. That they are Peoples, I! 
Tongues, Languages, and Nations; and outrof them came this | 
ftrange Beaſt, which the Devil counted wortby to have his per- 
fet Power, becauſe he knew that he would do his Work for:him 
to purpoſe; and he received bis Power for, the ſpace of 42. 
Moneths : And his firſt Work: was ,, to Perſecute the Saints ; | 
Secondly, to ſet up the Worlkip-of'ithe Devil: Thirdly, to ll! 
bring the dread of this feven Headed Beaft: over the whole Earth: 
Fourthly, To-blaſpheme the Name of God, and bis Tabernacle, 
and them that dwell therein : And- fifthly "to make People 
believe, that there is no overcaming. of; bis: Power :: And-theſe. 
Works are ſpread, and, carried oh by)gbree unglean Spirits,” 
which, came, forth out; 05; the imhourh off the Dragon, Beaſt, and: 
Falſe Prophet, over all Kinareds,, Nations, Tongnes and People, and. 
there was none able torefeft them, except.thoſe, whoſe Names were writ- 
ren.in the Book, of the Life of the Lamb. . Aed as concerning them, 


be. . 
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'becauſe they would -not receive the : Mark, of the Btaft -in theld 
Fore-head, or Right-hand; They muſtbe Baniſhed, and muſt not 
have Liberty to Buy or Sell , and thoſe] that would Worſhip 
nothing but a Living. Subſtance, and not an Image, 'thongh it 
was alive; thofe niuſt be killed, and- when that Sort way'all 
Killed and Baniſhed , and the whole World being brought, ſome- 
timesto Worſhip the Drages, ſometimes to Worſhip the Beaf, 
that had ſo many Heads and Horns as the Dragon himſelf, and 
then to Worlhip a little Beaſt with two Horns, 'that came; out 
of the Earth, and then to Worſhip the Image of the old ſeven 
| Headed Beef : When I ſay; that all things upon the whole Earth 
were thus diſpoſed , then was'it as the Devil would have it; 
for- now had every one ſubjeRted himſelf unto his Power, and 
received that Name or Mark or the- Number of the Subſtitute, 
and admired his great Power; and ſer him up as the chiefeſt 
among Men; whom none could overcome, exceptſome few, that 
had the Word of God itſelf (for the other had the Scripture) 
and durſt ſeal their. Teſtimony againſt the Dyagon and Falſe- Pro- 
phe: with- their Blood , and becauſe theſe were bur a few, and 
- were ſoon killed , they being dead, there was a Joyfull and Mer- 
ry World , the Devil was well-pleaſed, and they did fend heir 
' Gifts to one:another abundantly , and thoſe that had been-moſt 
bufie, and ſerviceable: tokill\the Witneſſes (that dared to fpeak 
of another Kingdom or Dominion; bclides that of the Dragos 
and Beaft ) they had the greateſt Gifts, And in thoſe days there: 
was'no- Propheſying, but in Sack-cloath, and that did not con- 
tinue 19ng neither ; but the. Prophets were killed, and being 
Dead, their Dead'Bodies were kept above the Earth, and were 
more - eſteemed :of,” then 'theirliving-"Teſtiniony 'was;, for that. 
plagued allche Worſhippers of the'Boaf.--- 
Se, in ſuch a time have the Nations been ſo4ong, that they 
are ſo us'd tothe Poawerand Raign of the Devil, that they plead 
for-it.z as.if. he had an undopbred Right thereunts ; And: if the 
Devil might fpeak himſelf, 'he woul& not delireof the World 
to rule 4: longer, then the World atloweth him and they have” 
forgot,” that it js bur to.continue. Forry ewo- Moneths 3} whilſt 
the Man- Child was caught up unto God, and wh:i!'t bis Mother 
was in the Wilderneſs, and alſo, that it was to be expected, 
| Y | £3148 


ivy 
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that, both ſhould appear againan ir appointed times © --* 
But: whil*ſtt ic was -thaw wich: the: World (viz. ): That the trae 
Church.was not to: be found, wpon Barth. but was. fied away, as now 
Eaglc'sHings's and hari, that ozg hi to rule ever all; wal canght'np 
into Heaven'y' and that' the Devil was in his place, the old Serpent ru- 
ling, and giving his. power to whom he pleaſed, 10 4 Great Beatt, or 
Litcle Beait; or to a Where, er to anything like. hin : And whil' 


Great and Small,' Highand Low, : Bond -and- Free,. did: wonder 


at- bis power;) and were ready *ro. worſhipany one thatſhad(his 


power;..let:thoſe, whoſe Eyes are open, .but-contider. in what” 


a Lamentable'State the miſerable World then was, and whether 
that Abomination,- thae made the World deſolate of God and 
all good, Order, was nor then\ſet np inthe Holy Place, . where-it 
ought net:;;' And was the World without a Religion, or withour 
+Profellion of! God and Chriſt jn-thoſe dayes ?:\No.2 they bore 
2 Profeſſion of Chriſt, that is Unchangeable, in all their Change- 
able wayes ; and this was a time of Gladneſs to many.: and they 


had many ſorrs of Religions; and when they came to be weary 


with ;, one, the: Nevil furniſhed them; with another. And 
when they. bad been exerciſed: a long time in the aforeſaid Wor- 


lips of 4he Dragon, . the Seven-headed. Beaſt, the Lirtle Beaſty: _ 


and of the Living Image; then 'there came forth: yet a deeper- 
Myſtery of Iniquity then-before, the Motber of al theſe: Abo-' 
mination ; ſhe'thew'd her ſelf not as a deſpis*d.Whore, but asa 
Queen decked with Scarlet, Purple, and Precious-Stones :. and: 
that; very Beaſt, which,none could over-come, but the whole 
Warld had wandred after it, he himſelf muſt be under her com+: 
mand, and muſt carry her up and down upon the Waters ; which. 
are, Peoples, Lands, Tongues, - and | Languages. | And this 
Whore hath another Delign upon the poor bliad World [Mark}- 
She comes with apreparation to:makeall drunk, 'that they!mighr» 
not make ule of their Sences, to bechink themſelves: wherethey” 
were, and that they might not have. any (uſpition againſt any! 
thing, ſhe furniſhes ber {cIf with a Golden Cup, . which there was: 
none that had any tbing againſt-it, but every ane covid well res: 
ccive it; and this was but eo deceivethem;; for, any Potſherd: 


of the. Dunghil had been good (exough(yc0,'x, Hog' Toe 
> ungat 7 
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had been-tao g00d/);:to-drinkthatoutof, which ſhe-bad to give 
them. But ſhemuſtigive ber:drink toiKings,” and/Princes, and 

Nebles, ,and-Captakns, and Merchants, and ro all ſorts of men, 

ſoſhe- profter'd them-ber Cup, and they. have alldronk : 'Buz 

whathave they-drunk ? Her: Whoredoms, : Fornications, anda[ 

Abqminations of the Earth 2 How much * Fill-they were drunk : 

What: did they then ?. They-committed: Fornication with her , 

they: were drunk of Abominations, -and the Whore was drunk + 

of- the. 'Blood: of the: Saints and\Witneſſes 'of Jefus': and (yer, 

the Name of Jefus was ftih profefſed upon Earth';- that was not 
perſecuted ; but thofe were perſecuted, that witneſſed Jeſus him- 

' rf, that takes away lin, ſuch were perſecuted: For, ſhe be. 

ing the Mother of. Whores, and having nothing to proffer to 

her Cuſtomers but Abominations, ſhe: could not endure to hear, 

That Sin, which is an Abomination to the Lord, ſhould be taken 

away; and that men: ſhould live without ſin, and be perfet : 

For, if ſo, then ſhe muſt be Childleſs, and-as a Widdow, and 

- muſt lofe her High-place on the top of the Beaft ; and then 

they. would not be ſo drunk of her Cup, - and that would not tend 

- to. her Advantage ; therefore if any came tobe Witnefſes'of Fe. 

fus himſelf, ſhe drunk the Blood' of -fuch'; but if they would be 

content to drink her Cup, and ſo would: pleaſe themſelves tvith. 

- Sood and precious words, and in themean time drink in her A- 

: | > OE they might live and flouriſh,as long as the flou- 

rilbed. - ::; i: 

Bur Alas ! Whatdo you think; - that read with Underſtanding 
was the {tate of the World in thoſe dayes?' Was it not high time 
that Plagues, Indignation. and Vengeance ſhould be pour'd 
out upon this Bloody Whore,. and vpon the Seat-of the Beaſt, - 
upon: which ſhe did'ride; and-upon the whole Earth, which had 
committed Fornication- with her? Ts it not high time that the 
Earpenters* fhould:.come, Zach. 1.20. to cut off theſe Horns? 
For! at that time: the power*of Darkneſs 'was ſpread over all, 
and the will. of the. Devil was done, and his One Thouſand Two 
Hundred. and Sixty Years were profperous to his Kingdom ; 
andthe did what he pleaſed/; and if any ſpoke againft him, and 
aSainft bis; kihgdomy he would bave them kilFd'; and\thenhrs 
T9 os .- Whore. 


"Whore weald drink ce I eh, and" there*were nohe 
Jeft, neicher Great nor Small, neither Bond nor Free, Highs 
Low, neither Young nor Old, bur they hat fubmitred them- 
ſelves all of them ; and ſaid, ho #5 likg him? None are able to 
overcome: bim ; | It u impoſſible to be made free from nnder his power : 
He muſt raign 4 __ we live: it 1s poſſible for #s- (cry 'they) 
to overcome Princes, Kingdoms,” and Armics ; and therefore we g6 ont, 
and fight valiavily, and many times weget Vilory, and become Con- 
querors ;, but to evercome ſin, whichthe Devil has ſet wp in us, that is 
smpoſſible 3 and therefore it is invain to trouble our ſelves about it ,, aud 
we will not as atiy thing, concerning it, ſeeing we have drunk ina Faith, 
®T bat 3t. is 1poſfible to performs or 'arcompliſh it. | 

And thus has the whole World been bewitched, in the time 
when the Devil Raign'd: And will he and his Servants make 
us believe, That ic muſt continue fo alwayes? Though never 
any other time was given him, but ſach as was limitted;and in the 
end of. that time we underſtand there is a great Alterarion to 
came to'paſs, to wit, That the Charch, the True Womans, muſs 


come one of the Wilderneſs apain ; the Man-Child muſt come down 


again, and appear upon Earth, and Rule the N atioss with a Roa of Iron; 
aud the Whore muſt be judged ; that Sorrow, Death, and Famine muſt 
come upon her.in one day; and thag Ter K ings ſhonld agree together, to 
barnher Flee with Fie , and that the Smoak of her T orments ſhould 
aſcend to Heaven ;, ad then mrſs the Dragon, the Beaft, and falſe 
Prophet, that had flili preach'd Peace, though it was ſo, 4s above ſaid, 
they muſt all be taken, whil'ft they are yet alrve in this Work and in their 
Power, and be caſt into the Lake of the Wrath of (God, which burneth 
forever ; nnd theſe Princes, and Captains, and Merchants, and In- 
habitants of the Earth muſt How! and Lament becauſe of this great 
Alteration. T, £ Ss 
And therefore, ſeeing that ſuch atime is Lawfully ro be ex- 
pected, in,which the Devil, che Old Serpent may be thruſt out 
of his dominion , and thar then the time of Joy and Rejoycing 
will be for the Upright, 'itis worth the ſpending of our Labour 
ard Time, to find out that Time, that ſo it may not come over 
us, and we ſee it not, nor know it -not, and fo let it paſs by, 
as the fews did, and ſodoting and waiting for it, as'a thin 
which is yet to come, as they do at this day ; when almoſt 
E 2 : Two 
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Lorg Thoyfandi, Years, EY. Gitice:; the: thing-is 'come''to, 
Palge: { «oo Toon ooiloien Hho7 Toft ano 7 ESR 5 
.Now you- know the fewnhad aiProphet, which told: themvthe 
time,when che Meffiah ſhould come ;/aforehand, to wit,Deniel,; as. 
"you may fee, Das, 9.:24, &c«; where. he told:chem; Phat itwas- 
Seventy- Weeks. thax' were idetermin'd:upen:the People and-upon 
the. Cicy,. and that» the. Holy; one, ſhould: be  Anoiited': Now: 
this was. notſuch a great., Myſtery: to them; they. knew it was 
common.to reckon a day for'a Year among the Prophets ;i:ſo- 
that that time was but four hundred fourfcore, and. ten years, 
that, the Viſions ſhould be feal'd,. and- the daily Sacrifice taken 
away, the City be made deſolate and the: Anointing ofithe Hol f&+- 
One, andthe Meffiah be ſlain. for the fins of the:/People':: And 
ſince the time that the Command was gohe forth ro build Jerafa-. 
lem again, in which time the Seventy Weeks had their begin- 
ning; it is above Two Thouſand years ago, the Ciry is ligce 
builded again, and alſo made again deſolate, and: the daily $a- 
rifice taken away; and the Prince of the People, that then came 
Cris.) Titns Veſpaſianus the Roman, has deſtroy'd the:Synttuary; 
and the Deſtrution of it was with an overflowing to: the end. 
of the War'; and yet all theſe things ,cannot convinde them, 
nor make them believe, that che Meſliah '.is: comey ror that 
it was he., whom. their Fore-fatlicrs , have killed a5. a>Blaſ-. 
phemer. YT ; A*W 1 Mt + 3-5. 6 ORs, % 
1 Now, That We,, after ſych- clear' Prophefies. of the ſownay 
up of the Kingdom. of Chriſt, and: diſ-throning of: the« Devil; 
Sin, and Antichriſt; ſhould: not come+ to-be ſurpriz?d witch the 
ſame Blindneſs. and. Hardneſs of Hearr-;-Let us:bave a ſtrict 
Obſervation ;of the Times, 'that we. may; not Gght: againſt. the. 
Appearance of Truth, and put it far away from us, and ſay; 
\ }. The, Dayes are not; come yer, in' which the:touring out of 'the 
8 Spirit can bewitneſlcd , and that the Knowledge. .of : God muſt 
". cover the Earth, 'as the Waters coyer NeSea : andthat the Goſ. 
i, pc] muſt be preached again unto thoſe that dwellyipon the Earth 
| and that the Lamb, and his Saints-muſt ;have:tht Viory overthe 
l Dragon and his: Angels : For;: ſuch as put:the Day :{o far from 
i; Chem, are in one and theſame Error, wich the 7ews, :and donot 
| ynderſtandche Times better then they .do,; and ſv. areperſecute- 
| ET ing. 
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ing the true appearance.of that, which” they ſeem to expe, 
and to. pray for (as the ewes did} becauſe it does not appear 
intheir Way, to anſwer their Carnal] expeRations, that deſpiſe 
the day of ſmall og : But from ſuch are the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom ſhut up;and.are revealed unto thoſe that fear the Lord. 
"Now to underſtand theſe things, let every one come to read the 
Prophelies in'a meaſure of that Spirir, by which they were given 
forth, and that ſame opens the Prophelies, and without it every 
one underſtands only according to his own Fancy, or private 
Judgment : The-Apoſtle ſaid, T here ſhould come an Apoſtacy from 
the Faith , that is, from the true Chriſtian Faith : Now, when 
was that ” And who are they that are thus Apoſtatized, or fallen: 
May 2 Ask the Pope, and the whole Roman Catholick Church, 
and they will tell you, -that the Prophelie points at Aartin Lu- 
ther, Z winglins,o/Ecolampadins, Calvinus, Menne Simoni:, and other 
Hereticks, that have rent many Nations from the crue Apoſt. « 
lick: Faith, and the Ancient Chriſtian Church, the infallible 
Foundation and Pillar of Truth, &c. - 
Ask the Biſhops of ' England, and the Presbjre?y in, Scotland, 
the Pfarrherren or Paſtors in Denmark and Sweed- Lund, and 
Predicants in the Low- Conntrics , and they will rel} you, that 
this Propheſie ſignifieth the general Apoſtacy from the Apoſto- 
1ic#Z Faith and. Order in the Church of ' Chriſt, ro the Pope and 
Popiſh Exerciſes, and Inſtitutions over alf Chriſtendom, 
'A$ain, ack;them , Which among themſelves continue as yet in 
the true Apoſtolical Faith and Religion? Then the Latheran 
Paſters will ſay, that art we, and therefore cry they, Joyn with 
us. No, {ay the 'Biſbops in England, we will prove that the 
Apoſtolzcal Church had -BiBops, and that the Apoſtle faid , He 
that delires'the Office of a Biſhop , he defires a good Work , 
and therefore We are they, that are the true Chu-ch according - 
to the firit Inſtitution, Then ſayes the Presbyreriavs and Darch 
Predicayts ; The Biſhops in the Primitive Churches were not ſuch 
as you are,” but ſuch'as weare, whoſe care was over the Fleck, 
and did Teach, and Rule in' Eccleſiaſtical Matters, but not in” 
Councels and Parliaments, as you do ; therefore you-are falten 
from the Primitive ſtare. And now at laſt what ſayes Trath 


of theſe; and all others, who deny that Faith}, which DO 
whe tae . 


mee 


(38): 


'the Heart, and can Cleanſerhe Conſcience from Sin, andean 


give Victory over the World.? This was the Faith which 


.Paul Preached, that was nigh, in the Heart ; and therefore all 
thoſe that ſay, that the Heart of a true Believer cannot'be 
made clean ; nor that.he can come to live without $in;- gor 
to have a Purihed "Corſcience;, And all thoſe that denyes the 
"Word of Faith in the Heart, and Chriſt to be the Rule, and ſet 
-up another Rule, and another Faith, and another Foundation 
.for ir, then the Spore ſetup; all ſuch are fallen from the Faith, 


azd are not Apoſrolick, but Antichriſtzan ; and when the Man 


of Sin comes to be revealed, they will come to be revealed with 


him, and fall with him, and with Baby/es the Mother of them all; 


and great will be their fallin that day. 

There is yet another Prophelie of Chriſt, when he ſaid, hey 
30u ſee the 1bomination of Deſolation flanding in the Hely Place, 
"where it ought not ;, then let not him that ts in Judea flee npon the 
HMonntaines, Nor he that #s in the Field , go back, to fetch by 
Cloathes : And he that ts :6n the Houſe top, come down to take. any 


" out of his Houſe, &c. Mat. 24.15 and ſaid he further, 


werſ. 23,24. Thenif any Man ſhall ſay unto you, Lo here « Chriſt, 
-or there, believe him not, &c. lignifying plainly, that when the 
Abomination of Deſolation ſhould be ſet up, that the People 


would notwithſtanding not want divers ſorts of Teachers of the 


Name of Chriſt, What were they made deſolate of by the 
ſetting up of this Abomination, ſeeing they were not defolate 
of a profeſſion of Chriſt in divers manners ? They were deſo- 
late of the Power and Preſence of God in all rheir Holy Places, 


(as they cafed them) where this Abomination was fet up ; even, 
as Chriſt ſaid to the Jewes, when they had made the Houſe of- 


Prayer to bea Den of Thieves; then ſaid he, your Houſe « left 


wnto you deſolate, Mark, it was not then deſolate of People, of 


Congregations, of Religions and Worlhips ; but it was deſo- 
late of the Preſence of Ged ; for that was not to be found 
there. So rhat Abomination, which makes People deſolate of 
the Power of God, by which they ſhould have power over 
their Sin and Luſts, and which make the Miniſters and Teach- 
.ers deſolate of the Spirit of God, by which they ſhould have 


been led to Preach the Goſpel ; this Abomination has' been ſet 


. up 


WT it 
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: 
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neſs; and this has been ſince thar rime, chatthe/Chriftian Reli- 
gion has: been carried on and maintained by the -Traditions' of 


Men ;;\ Ther came the Poyſonto be poured: out into the Charch, and- - 


thereby it is come to be ſo ſwell'd and bigg, that it can com- 
prehend in it the Tyrannical and perſecuting Princes, Proud 
and Rebellious B:ops , wicked Man-flayers and Murderers , 
unclean, Wanton: and . Drunken People, they have all room 
enough in it : and fince that time it is counted Herelie , that 
#ny thould make a profeflion of being Purified and Cleanſed ; 
and from that time it 'may be reckoned, that the Abomination 
of Defolation has been ſet up:- And therefore let us conlider 
kow long -it is yet to ſtand, before the Devil come to be caſt 
out; and the Temple of God be Cleanſed, and the filth of Abo- 
mination be burn'd up, that the God of Heaven may again de- 
lighe in his SanQuary, and that the Earth may not for ever 
be empty of his preſence , but that he may be found of thoſe 
that ſeek him, and be heard of them that are Mourning after: 


| him. 


Now fohafaith, "that this time of Deſolation was to continue. 
a Time , Times, and half a Time, that is, three years and a 


half, or three times twelve Moneths and {ix Moneths, that is 43, 


Moneths, or 1269 Dayes ;” which times are agreeing together 
in-one, and. do perfetly fnifll the time of the reſtoration of 
the Church, and of the coming down of the Righteous Judge, 
whoſe right it is to Rule over Men; for to him are the Gentiles 


given for an Inheritance, and the ends of the Farth for a poſteſſi-- - 


on': And- that time doth alſo .perfe&tly fulfil} rhe rime ef the - 
Power of the Beaſt, for theſe times-do all agree together, and 


as they bad their beginning 2bourt one and the ſame _—_ they. 
e 
f 


muſt alſo have their end fhortly after one-another, becau 
are like one another, 


they 


Now to find out the end of thoſe.times; the begianirig! moſt” 
long: 


be firſt known ; now the. daily Sacrifice was taken awa 
before the Abomination, that made-the Earth defolate, was fer 


wp; but from that time, .that both ſhould be fulfilled, ſaid the 
Angel to Daniel, ſhonld there be 1290'Nayes, that is+30; more - 
then obs. writes of: + Mow the Abomination of Deſ6lation-was: - 


not. 


\ 


PET (39 | f 
vpa long time, and madethe People and Nations as a Wilder-- 


ey 
'not ſetupin the time of Chrift, for ſaid he, When jos. ball ſer 


'#r ſet up,&c. ſpeaking as of a thing that was not yet cometo paſs, 
and the Apoſtle ſaid, There ſball come an Apoſtacy from the Faith , 
that. ſhews, that it was not- yet came, neither >did it-come til) 
ſ-veral hundreds of years after ; for the true Chriſtians ſuffered 
many cruel and grievous deaths for the Chriſtian Faith , fo 
that they did not fall away, but endured to the end, and were 
ſaved, and ſo long the Earth was. not Deſolate : Bur-when that 


Faith was loft, which did ſupport:in Sufferings, :and-thar the. 


Chriſtian Religion (which was the holy. Place) came to be.cor- 


rupted by Pride, Covetouſneſs, Perſecution and Worldly Plea-. 
ſures, Eaſe, and the Delights and- Honours of this World , then 


the Abomination was ſet up, that made the Earth Defolate : 


And reckon from that time 1260 Years, and add to it theſe: 30. 


Years, of which the Angel ſpoke to Darie!, Dan: 12.11, and 
ſee- whether we be not about the Forty Five Years, of which 
there is made mention in the 12th verſe, where the Angel having 
ſpoken of th: 1290. years, adds, Bleſſed # he that waiteth, and 
cometh to the Thouſana Three Hundred and Thirty Five Dayes : 
Signifying plainly, that there muſt be a' time of | Patience 


= 


and Waiting for the Blefſed Reſtauration, which was promi- :: 


ſed-; and that that time of Waiting ſhould continue from the 
1290. till 1335. which are 45. daycs or years; and then they 
are Bleſſed that come thereunto, So he that hach Wiſdom let 
him reckon : But this Reckoning is not comprehended in Arith- 


 metick, or the Art of Reckoning ; neither can it be conceiv'd - 


by the Wiſdom of this World ; Bur fuch as have the Wiſdom, 
which:cometh trom God, they ſhall underſtand ; and its ro ſuch 
I write; for, I have learn'd to cover the Pearls before the Swine, 
and to wich-hold the Children's Bread from the Dogs. | 
And by whar'is here ſaid, it (ſufficiently appears, Firſt, That 
this Intruder or Uſurper, call'd the Devil, Satan, Dragon, 
or Antichriſt, has no. Right to Rule and to Rajn over Mankind 
all- the dayes of 'their Life.;- Secondly, That his Kingdom is 
a limited Kingdom, and was not to continue forever, Thirdly- 
That the limits of it has been reveal'd to ſeveral of the Ser 
vants of God; Fourthly, That the appointed time of his Go- 
vernment is nigh. come to an End. Fifthly, That there is a Bleſſed 
'Day 


pry 


Day and Timerto be. pete tbejead of his Raga. , And 
Sixthly; :[Thathone can come. £oJ enjoy that. Blefſed Time.and 
Bleſſetineſs, nor ling the Song of Joy and Deliverance,  batthoſe 
that patiently wait upSn the Lord 4n the dayes of: Tribulation ; 
and bave; that: Hope to ſee: the Salvation, / whick' cometh ont 
- of Sien. 119097 1:7 bintth 5) | | 05 3iv rn niata td Us © - 
And therefore, for a Concluſion,. I (hall ſay-this, That all 
thoſe that feel: themſelves in Bondage under this Prince of 
Darkneſs, in what manner ſoever it be, and are not willing/to 
remain ſo alwayes; Believe 'þut-in him, that ſheweth, you-your 
Bondage, and wait in bispure Light. in. your awn: Conſcienges, 
'which diſcovers Darkneſs, and the Prince of it 3; and-_then you 
will feel a Hope to ſpring up in you, that you may bede--:... 
liver'd, as I my ſelf have felt: And this Hope will lead 1 7oh, 
to a daily Waſhing and Purifying, and to a daily Cruci- 3, 3, 
fying and Mortifying of thy earthly Members: And as 
this Hope comes to work in thee, [itzwill briggitheeto an Ex- 
perience of bging deliver'd din ſome.particular things, and that 
will ſtrengthen thy Hope of cheing deliver'd from more; and ſo, 
at laſt a Faith will ariſe in thee, Perfe&tly and Thorowly to be 
made free from ſin: And when thou art made Partaker of this 
Faith, . then thg greateſt and; ſtrangeſt Bond. of the Devil is'bro- 
ken-; for, through. the. Unbelief. of; it 'be' keeps: bis Kingdom 
in Man and Woman ; And when this Evil-Rootof Unbelief is 
-taken away, then his Kingdom comes ſoon toanend,and the Go- 
yernment of Truth comes to beſet up in thee; and ſo there comes 
a Change to he, wroughe in thee, both inwardly. and butward- 
ly.; and ſo: comics his Kingdom, who is the Intruder ovUſars 
per, to be leflen'dy; firſt, in thy ſelf, and+rhen thourcomeſfbro 
ſee that Changein another ; and ſo.it goeth forward; from vne 
to ten, and from! ten- to a thouſand, and fo 'forth;! mote-antd 
more. unti] the Inheritance of the Wicked :comes/to beiwholy 
laid waſte y till- Truth and Righteoufneſs, .and the Raign and 
Government of Chriſt Jeſus our Lpxd.\comes'to-be. ferup in the 
Earth, which my Soul longs ad travels forlz aatſo,Itkndw, i64k 
with many more, for whoſe:ſake this is written:,. and as:a Teſti 
| | F '  Mony 
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mony againſt that prond- and preſumptious Generation of Hy- 
Pocrites, of what Sort or Name, or in what Nation or King- 
dom ſoever they may be, who not only have ſubjeted them- 
-felves unto this Prince of Darkneſs, and unto the Power of him 
'1who is call'd- the Devil , and Satan - bur alſo pretend; That 
all Mankind muſt do ſo, and continue fo all their dayes, .and that 
there is no Remedy nor Help againſt it, and ſo deny the Power 
of God, and lead the people to truſt in a Lye : But the Day of 
the Power of God is come, and the Refuge of Lyes is ſwept 
away; and the Deliverance and:Vicoery of the Lamb is known 
-unto' many ;' to Whom,!and to the Everlaſting God, by the 
, Operation of the Holy Spirit in the Hearts of the, Redeemed be 
fung Everlaſting Praiſes, Thankſ- giving, Renown, Honour and 
Glory, and Dominion forever . 


——_ 
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_ Poltleript. 
FT Here:comes ſomething furtherivp- in my Hgart concerning 
A this matter, which I think-good to communi cate unto you. 
There are hardly any ignorant, how commonly it is faid, 
That we cannot live without fn ; and that we cannot be made free 
' from it; as long as we live in'this World ; even as if our Sin 
and our Life. were ſo koititogether, that they cannot be fepera- 
ted) from one another 5 but-chat they: muſt end together, and 
8ot the one before: the other. © ' Now all thoſe ghar belicve there is 
a God, they alſo believe, that he 1s the Foldego of Life, and 
gives Life unto al] that Lives ; And al] that believes that there 1s 
«Devil, they alſobelieve, that he is the Author and Original of 
Sin ; as Chriſtſaid;#bex he ſpeaks a Lyegbe ſpeak of his oron, bo he #4 
#Lyar, md a Fether of 'Lyes; Joh. 8.44. and ſo he is of all other 
Wickedneſs : Now he gives life to noman,; for that comes of 
God ; and he having made them live, then comes the a0 
Kei | an 
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and betrayes them unto fin : And b are Men and Women be- 


come ſuch Fools, that they ſeek to bind together inſeparably thar 


which is of God, with that.which is of; the Devil; and tbat is a 
'Srert Fooliſhneſs:; For, What Fellowſhip has Chriſt with Belia/, 
or at) FA with Darkneſs.? Sq alſo the Life of Men (imply con- 
fider'd 18 ir ſelf) has no Fellowſhip with ſin , for they come forth 
of two different Originals, and. he, who is the Original of Life, 
is ſtronger then he ,who isthe Original of Sin: And though he has 
| brought in. Sin,and has corrupted Nature "(which firſt was pure) 
by fin ; and men, in-that corrupt Nature, do abuſe their Life, 


which they have from God, to bis Diſhonour, and to their own ' 


Perdition ; fer that Life is not ſo joyn'd unto Sin, that they are. 
inſeparable: For, though it be true, That men cannot ſin,ifthey 
live aot; yet it is not trueto ſay, That if men fin not, then 
they cannot live, for the life that ſome lived, they lived by the 
Faith of the Son of God, Gal.2. 20. and that is in dominion 
over Sin, and over the Devil the Author of it. 

There is another common Polition, That we muſt ive in ji ſo 
long 4s we ds carry about with us this Body of Sin and Death , meanine 
this. Subſtantial or Corporal Body , alledging the words of Paul, Rom, 
7. 24. 

Now this is alſo a Blind and Fooliſh Poſition, as if the Fault 
of all lins which they commir, were in the Body, or the Member: 
of it; whereas on the contrary the Body (fimply in it ſelf)is nor 
guilty of that which through the Body 1s done, it being altoge- 
ther paſhve, having no will in the Members ; but they are as in- 
ſtruments,that are order d ordiſpos'd of according to theLairs of 


God, or of the Devil ; the one or the other being ſet up to rule . 


in the Will and Mind of the Creature, and the Members have no 
power todo, or leave undone any thing, but as they receive ir 
by the Will or Underſtanding. 

Alfo there is nu Member of the Body,. but is made to ſerve 
the Lord, and is alſo made firforit; and they are as ready-and 
willing to do,and to fulfil the Will of, God,as to fulfil the will of 
_ theDevil;yea,and they are more properly in their right place and 
ſervice, and have more joy and freedom in it, then in the ſervice 
of the Devil ; for-the fervice of the Devil is but Bondage ; to 
which the Creature is led captive by a Lye, as is afore ſaid, 
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and' thofe that cafſ-the Corporal JOS Bodies of Sftandg 


Dearh' they pleaſe the Devil well-efiough z, for ie well knows. | 


that as lang as they fo Bdieve, his! Birth: and Seed will remain 

7. Wit \indevsnce , when the” Eyes of: Men are ted 
out'td ſaſpe& their -own Bodies, *45*b3ing: the: caufe of all Sin 
atid:Evil which they commit, which Bodies are more fir roſerve 
Got; : but are: capable to be given up by the Will and AﬀeRion- 
to ſerve either God,: or the Devil}: as'is manifeſt by the words 
oEPant, Rom,6..19. As jr 'have yeelded- your ſelves Servants'to On- 
eleanieſt; amt to Diquity © wnto -Tniquity: ; even ſo now'Yyeeld: your 
Hembers Servants to Righteonſueſs unto Holineſs ; Nowhere every 
one,may ſee, that che ſame_Members, that before were given 
up to ſerve Unrighteouſneſs, muſt now be given up to ferve 
Rigficedufnefs [Mark] they bad thera till, they did not ſay, we 
would we were delivered from theſe Members and Bodies (thar 
were uſed to commit Sin J that fo' we might come to be made 
free.: But.the Apoſtle faid plainly, That they were free from Sing 
and were become Servants unto Righteoufneſs, and that therefore they 
ſhould give up their Members to the Service of him, that had 
made'them free ; as formerly they uſed ro do'ro him that had 
brought them into Bondage : And theſe, People rbat fo complain: 
againſt their own Bodies, calling theme old Man, the Body 
of Sin and Death, and of Corruption ; How wiil they under 
ſtand the Apoſtle, where he ſayes, Aſortifie your Members which 
are upon the' Earth > What, will they Mortifie their Hands and 
Feec, and pull out their Eyes, and cut out their Tongues? I 
fappoſe not ; But how will they fulfil] the words of the Apoſtle, 
except they. find'out' another Body of $16, and the Members of 
it, which ought to be crucified with the daily Croſs? But the 
Apoſtle hath named the Members of that Body, which muft be 
Mortified, Col. 3.5. towit, Fornication, Vncleanae/s Inordinate 
Aſﬀettion, Evil Concnpiſtence and Covetouſneſs., which 15 1oolatry, 
verſ.8. Anger , Wrath, Malice, Blkſphemy , filthy Communication 


' out of your Mouth, and hing one 16 anitber, &c. theſe are: rhe 


Membefs, that make up that Body which is called the Body of 


the Sins'of the Fleſh , Col. 2. 11. and this is a ſore of Fleſh 
 which-*Godhas"dor- made , for that which he hath made, thar 


is ood; and itis for bimſclf, and 'not for Sin, 1 Cor. 6,12, and 
So MN : | chough 
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cough the' Devit hiekhis Coke in ele” Heart) commanding the 
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Members of 'che Body %6'46' his will ; yet the: fame Members: 
could ſervers dothe Will of God; if*the Devil were caft out, ; 
and'Truttiand' Rigliteouſnefy werefet vp inthe Heart; and then. 


theſe Sin- pleaders would come :tb ſee; that the fault was not in 
their Bodtes, ' but in- their corrupt Hearts, and'that there is 
another -Body to be put off, before they'can come to do the will 
_ of God, and not the Corperab Body, which: God has Created 
ro ſerve him; Ee Manes 4 {42> Reb 
And beſides that, theſe People ſhew themifelves ro have bur 


little love! to' God ;' thar al{this kindneſs and' manifoJd Mer- | 


cies cannot! draw them to ſerve him, but on the contrary they 
will ſerve his greateſt Enemy, as long as they have Members to 
ferve him, withall, uſing thoſe Members which God has given 


them, againſt him and his ordering ; and if he will not. permit 


it ſo ro be, he muſt; take away thoſe Members again ; even as 
if there was no other remedy to put anend to lin ; that. is 2s 


much as to fay, If the Lord will not have them to Swear; to - 


Lye, or to ſpake Evil ; be muſt make them Dumb, and if he 


will not have them co do bad Works, he muſt make them Lame, . 


and if he will- eake away their Life from them, then they will 
leave off finning,but not ſooner : yea,they cannot endure to hear 
of putting off of Sin ſooner , That (ſay they) is the Grand Error 
of the Quakers, to ſpeak of ceaſing to Sin,. before we ceaſe to 
live. | 

O ! Where ts the ſence of the Love of God, that this People 
ſhould feel intheir Heurts ſhed abroad to God, 'to conftrain 
them unto Obedience ? 'A]25 | They are ſtrangers thereunto,. 
andthe Covenant with Hell and 7:ath is ſo ftrong, and the Un- 
belief 1s ſo rooted 1n them, rhat ttiey think, this Covenant can- 
not be broken : But Bleſſed be che.Lord; that Faich is nov 
manifeſted , that giverh Victory , 
1aNt. 

Another great Ple2, which theſe Sin-pleaders brins, is this, 
If People can come to Perfection 1n this Life, then chey have 
no need of Chrilt ro be their Saviour, as if the Salvation by 
Chriit; anda Periet and pure Lite were Inconlitant with 


ence another 3 You fools, and* blind',” Know ye not- thar all* 


good. 


and -treakzth this Cove... 
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d Perfect Gifts conf the Lord ;:and that-none- 
can come to, Perfe&tion,. but. by his Gift? 'and if God be the 
giver » Is it not then by. Grace 2; Where are' Works then ?. 

ut theſe, Pleaders for Sin. are as-great trangers to-'the.,Salva- - 
tion which is in-Chriſt Jeſus; as-tbey.are to PerfeRtion ;, other- 
wiſe they would ſeetheir Ignorance: When Chrift ſaid to. his. 
Diſciples; Be ye PerfeR, as your Father wbich is in Heaven 
is Perfe& : that is, as much as to ſay, (according to the expla. 
nation of theſe People) There is your Command, when that is; 
done, you bave no need of me :,And the'Apoſtle ſpoke Fiſdow 
among them that were. Perfeft , but not ſuch wiſdom, ( or rather 
foolithneſs) as this, to,perſwade them, that they had no need of 
Chriſt to be their Saviour, becauſe they were.come to Perfection , 
but on the contrary he ſaid ; That be could do all things (then he 
could be Perfe& )-but nor as of himſelf ; but through Chriſt thar. 
enabled him-: 'and thoſe that cometo a PerfeR State, they know 
that their Salvation is not of their Works, how good andpure 
ſoever'they may be, but meerly by Grace through Jeſus Chriſt , 
and that in reſped of theſe three following Obſervatiqns, 

1. Firſt, That it was the Appearance of Chrift Jeſus,who is the 
Power of God, that bas brought them off from their Sin and 
ImperfeRion ; and that they have not left them off of themſelves, 
bur do own that it is the Grace of God,as the Apoſtle did, Tir, 
2 11, 12. For the Grace of God that bringeth Salvation hath appeared unto 
al 2cn, Teaching us, thatdenying Ongoalineſs and Worldly Luſts, 
we. ſbould live ſoberly, righteouſly, «1d gogly in this preſent Werld. So 
here you may ſee, that it is the Appearance of the Grace of God, 


thit leads to Perfetion, and this PerfeQtion. is not yet a perfet 


Salvation ; for thoſe that have it, may fall-from it again, and ſo 


| Not be ſived ; but thoſe that endure to the end ſhall be ſaved. 


\" 2. But Second;y, it is Chriſt, who is-the Preferver and Keeper 
unto. the-end of thoſe that truſt in him; and the Apoiles 


' teftiGe that thoſe , that were Deliv:red from the corruption 


of this- World, muſt know lim to, be their Keeper, that had 
gathered" them: our of the World , and therefore ſaid ade in 


| - "his *Epiſtle verſ.24. New wnto him that is ablego keep you from fal- 
3” ting, aud to Preſent you fatieſs 5 gay Preſetce of bis Glory with 
 #vceeging jor, Fc, And Peter tel neth, 1 Pet.J. 5. Tor are kept by te 
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Power of God through Faith unto Salvation, ready to bt Vienealed 
af Time. And Paxlteſtificth, That the Keeping a4 e/t>< brif 
Phil. 4.7. So bere you may fce, that the"bringing ki 
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_ the Work of Chriſt ; and yet this is not #perfeR Salvation ;* Ge 
. this does not/put away the former Sihs, Eo 
'- 3. Buy 
know Chriſt to be an Offering for Sin, and+to obtain Reconcilia- 
tion with God,and forgiveneſs of his former ſans; For all the holy 
Converſation, and perfeQion of Life can be counted no more, but 
his Duty ; and therefore he cannot obeain;remiffian of one of his 
fornger Sins, hut thoſe that cortfeſs their {ins,.,and forſake them; 
ſuch comes to forgiveneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, and:comes roknow his 
Blood clenſingeibem from all their former Sing; and fo they come 
to perfect Salvation by Grace, not by Works, but by Faith, thar 
works in the Love of God , . unto Obedience; withour. wbicb;, 
Faith is but dead, and'makes no'man ſayed* 'butthoſe that have 


this true Faith and Hope in them, They purifie themſelves, as he is 


Pxre,1 76.3.3.and he that has not this Hope,coes not purifie him- 
ſelf, neigher does he believe, that he can doit; and by*this we 
| know the true Believers from the falſe, and by'this Sinners 
 ___are made manifeſt, that cannot ig in the Congregation of _ 
' theRightequs,” P/a/. 1. 5. Rr, "5 0. 
* So.now let'all the Pleaders for Sin ſtop their Mourhes for ever , 
and letthe Devil tand for himſelf, and plead hisown cauſe, and 
henceforth do not deſpiſe and revile the Innoceart,- (that are tra- 
velling and ſtriving after PerfeRtion, with @ Faith co obtain ir) 
/  thatrthey think to be ſaved by their own works; ';foriwe bope for 
'  Noother FSalvaticn, bur that. which is in and by: Jeft$#Tkciit the 
Eternal Son of God, whois the Firſt-born -dFyvery Creature, 
that brings many Sons and Davghters unto Glory, but nor by 
| leaving them in theirlins; but his Name isfe/mand he [aves: 
' People from their Sins. * + > at by. - Yep 
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Perfection, and the keeping from falling from.itagain, Fvorh 


thirdly, Whoever comes to perfe& Salvation,he comes £& 
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